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Proofs by Holy 8470 Yo Reaſon, and th 
Confeſſion — Phe ler, that there is a 
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The Moſt Noble and llu⸗ 
ſtrious William, Duke of De- 


-  vouſhire, Lord Steward of 
His Majeſties Houſehold, 
„ Kmight of the Moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, One 
» of the Lords of His Maje- 
"is moſt Hongurablc Privy 
+ Council, Lord” Lieutenant 
bf the Conn of * Oc. 


May 3 ic N Your Grace. 


| | T i is the Sorrow / Obſervation 
of the Beſt a Wiſe eſt. States- 
men and Drymes, that all 

the Diſorder the World abounds 
in, have riſen from a ſtupid Dis- 
belief of a 1 9 60 r 
Ordering and Go ering all Hu- 
| man Affairs; and that this bas 
fi 4 the World with Atheiſts, 
4 2 | Scep; 
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Secpticks, 40 Turbulent Facti- 


ons, who for want of Better Prin” 


ciphes, Cenſure their Supertors » 


Deſpiſe their Equals, and only 
admire themſelves, while they are 


running. into Anarchy and r 
fuſion, an Labouring to Under- 


mine the beſt Eſtabliſhed _. 


ment in the World. 
A miſtaken and Fa * 


pinion of things Preſent, and a 


falſe Judgment of what us wrapt 


up in the "Biſam of Futurity, + bas 
made ſome Men Frantick in the 


purſeat of Change and Variety, aid 


fo Sick of their preſent happineſs, 


that by endeavourmg t be better 
than well, they have bo / vel them⸗ 
ſelves in "Miſery, by abandoning the 


WW; dom and Providence of Heas 


ven, and Committing all things to 
the Diſpoſal of Chance, which i4 as 
Blind, as themſelves are Hrelegi- 


To 
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The Dedication. 
T Gre theſe Evils, and reduce 
Men to their right Minds, I have 
Providence, which f they would 
er themſelves to the Condutt of, 
without inter pong their own Bram, 
Sick Opmnions, Indigeſted Schemes, 
and Dangerous Experiments in Po- 
icy, we ſhould al be at Uni 
andi our ſelves, aud enjoy Feb 
z Na ſolid Peace in tbe Kingdom, at 
would be the greateſt of ereſtrial 
appineſs, and which we cannot 
want, but by our fancied Diſcon- 
4 Pente, and real Peeviſh Humours. 
4 Nom Humbly beg ging, my Lord, 
r Fur Graces Pardon, for this Pre- 
fſumption, to whom could I ſo jaftly 
ave Dedicated a Treatiſe on this 
xcellent & ubject, as to hir Erace 
be Dake of Devonſhire, who' by 
Pitemplating that Divine Provi- 
„ ſence is | perpetually employed in 
Je Preſervation, and Government, 
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The 5 
1 what the Almig hey Power: and 
" Gaodneſ: Ih frft Created, bas. made 
bis whole Life an en F that 
lente idem, and has! aught | 
e VVorld. by... as. own. Example, 


at . whoever . \Buries his. Talent, 


Bing . 1 
bates 4 Sacred Truſt, and. I. 
res tho > that and in need of their © 
770 1 | fend that 4 ne- 
ver be charged to jour Gract, nor 
to any Brauch of 1 125 nah Noble 
Famuly. 1 

F. ar England ever. wanted 
Tour races Head, Had, Nor 
Heart, to. &i tem any Tor rent tha 
eee d it with Slavery, or De- 
ruckion; ; ar f heal the Breache 
eccaſaned by. ill deſegus in Treache 
TOUS. Managers: : And tho in the 
Glorious Enter prixæs, Hur Gracſ 


| ſemetime incountred a Powerful 77 - 


poſes to. it could neither. Tempt nol 
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Force - 308. 1. dejevk your. Naum 


Hm, vor farſake the. Intereſt.of 


x Country; but with Madexatzan 


ad Greatneſs of Mud, . 30 made 


ide Smiles of Proſperity, till that 


an Adverſe Fortune, . as Baſy as 


Divine Providence which 2 
11 


attends fuſtice and Integrity, ca 


led the Maſchief intended , againſt 


Tour Perſon and Country, to fall up- 


on the Heads of the Agreſſors, 


th 


1 


pt 0 
Ford 


and end in a Judgment as well as 
a Diſappointment. | 
Theſe unwearied and ( Bleſled 
be God) ſuccesful Enterprizes, in 
procuring, and being ſtill Inſtru- 
mental in continuing the Publick 
Good, as they have deſer vediy Ad- 
panced Tour Grace to the Higheſt 


onours, Gain d you the Eſteem 


d Favour of the Beſt of King e, 


J dc 


[ of 


and the Love, Honour, and Duti- 
jul acknowledgment of every Good 
Subject 5 fo they will Eterni xe Jour 

„„ Memory 
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The Dedication. 
mory to perpetuity of Aves, ard | 
Crown + you with a Gloriout In- 
mortality, Which in n hopes of Pa 
or ba aging. this Manual, and 
elf, under Hour G Pro- 
teftron, concludes this Trouble 
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CHAP. 'L 


The Fi renification of the Wir 
PROVIDENCE.” 


. E that ſaid there was nothing 
7 more, and nothing leis 
* known than the Dejry; was 


den wa in the Right ; for, in its 
proper Acceptation, tho' the Infinite 


|  WPower arid Goodneſs we Adore is 


Legible ro all the World, yet in one 
reſpect or other the Univerſe is as 
generally Ignorant of him. He has 
made himſelf Gloriouſly viſible in 
all his miraculous Works. Whatſo- 
B ever 
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ever poſſeſſes the Confines of tk 
Earth, or inhabits the ſpacious Re- 
ions of the Air, places his ineffa- 
le Majeſty before our Eyes, and 
the moſt inconſiderable Beings, a- 
mong either Vegetable, Senſitive, ot 
Rational Creatures, are Heralds to 
proclaim his Infinite and Almighty 
Eſſence. VV 

Goc is every where, and ſuſtains 
the whole Creation; in him we Live, 
Move, and have our Being ; and to 
uſe the Words of the great Latin 
Jovis omnia Poct, ” an fills Heaven and Earth 
Plena, Lg. with his Preſence: And Seneca adds, 
. God himſelf is viſible in his Works, 
iltum videbis an makes them all abound with con- 
2 b fle brei Prodfs of Deity ;, His AL 
vacat, opus mighty Power and Goodneſs is ma- 
ler. 8e. 7. 4. nifeſt to all the World, and there is 
# benef. c. 8. no Nation or People under Heaven 
ſo Unintelligent, or Barbarous, which 

dont agree there is a Gd. 
Its alſo as True, that there is no- 
thing more Unknown than his Di- 
vine Nature, nothing ſo Secret as his 
miraculous Being, and that refulgent 
Light W hich 18 his Glory, and che 
: _ moſt Illuſtrious Ornament of his 
God-bead, ſerves no leſs to concea 

5g him, 


"4 6 
m and, as the Apo dle yk, ren 
ders him Faber” 7-6 for his Diyi- © 
nity is ſo far exalred above the reach 
of Human Capacities, that the Sub. 
limeſt Wits, and Profoundeſt Intel- 

| 4 apps cannot comprehend Him as 
. 

Simdnides gaining a long time Köm 
the Tyrant of "Syracuſe to Anſwer 
this Queſtion, What is God > The 
| more diligent and thou ghrful be was 
to in attempting to Explain the Di- 
tn vine Nature, was ſtill more imbat- 
1h raſs d with amazing Intricacies, the 
ds, ¶ further he proceeded in it; and that 
rks, Prince whoſe Curioſity demanded an 
con- Impoſſcbility, afrer many days, 
AER gain'd nothing but à Demonſtration 
ma-W of the Philoſopher's Ignorance, and 
re is Inability, to define an Tucomprehenſi- 
weng Ze Bang. 
hich TheHoly Scriptute alfo in divers 
TY places confirms what we are ſayin ig, 
and I am tempted to think, that 
Bounds which God has ſet about 
the Mount, where he convers d with 
Moſes, was not fo much to keep the 


Populace at an awful diſtance, as to 
ſhew em twas impoſſible to ap- . 
proach him, or penetrate the _ | 


B 2 


Y; { 4 ) 
„ and Wonders of his Eternal E Herck. 

3. | Tis true, there may be Negative 
1 ? Concep tions of him, that he is In- 

wauſe, 5 05 and Immortal, or there 
1 may be Relative Expreſſions of him, 

1 as, When we call him Creator, Hing, | 
4 | | An Conſervator of all things ; Or he | 
= may be deſcrib'd, by an Accumula- | 
= ation of Epithets, as Almighty,” Mor- 
ae Juſt, and alſo by their Ab- ; 

acts; but for a diſtin and com- 5 
prehenſive Knowledge of him, none. 
ever did, or can attain to in a ſlate ©. 
of Corruption; and therefore the I 7 
.Dedication inſcrib d upon the Græ- 
clan Altar, To «4 159 $19, To the un- : 
known. God, may carry with it a kind 7 
of holy admiration, as well as a 
Brand of their Pagan Ignorance and 
Superſtition. And. | 

What is {aid in this W Al. 
mighty God, is as truly applicable 
to his Divine Providence, for tho' 
de devoutly acknowledge its Exi- 

Atence, and ſome Illiterate and Un- 
thinking Animals deny or diſpute it; 


„ Be there are fewer that have a e 


otion of it, or Treat it as Chri- 
ans ought to do. There are no 
Exproſſions now more common a- 
895 mong 
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mong the Various Sets" of Man? 
kind, than that we ought to reſign 
our ſelves to the Conduct of God's 
Providence: That e ſhould admire 
his Incomprehenſible Wiſdom, and 
with Pious and Devdut Souls, adore 
his Holy Name; yet nothing is ſo 
rarely found, as the Men that Pra- 
ctice what they fay ; ſo difficult ĩt 
is to Comprehend as we ought, the 
Operations of that Sovereign Wi- 
dom, which fixes the Deſtiny of all 
things, and with an Abſolute and 
Unerring Power, regulates. and dif, 
poſes'the contingencies of our Lives, 
Nay further I dare be bold to add, 
That there is nothing more danger- 
ous, than Sounding the Depths, or 
over curiouſly examining the myſte- 
rious difpenſations of Diving Provi- 
dence ;' fot what was long ſince pro- 


-nounced by Hyſius, that we caunot 


ſpeak even Truths of God without dau- 
ger, with equal Juſtice may be ap- 
ply'd to his Providenee; there being 
ſo many Rocks to avoid, and ſo ma- 
ny Precipices to be ſhun'd, that wich- 
out the exercife of great Care and 
Caution, we can't Walk ſecurely ; 
as the Wrecks, and Miſcarriages, 

7 B3 ” 
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of many that e oe des fam, will 
clear! Y manifeſt. 4 #15 
"Some. by attributing tog much 
to the Wit, and Forecaſts of Men, 
have rob d God of the Glory due to 
bis Spode, others to excuſe the 
Pravity of ature, and the Arro- 
gance of Sinful Creatures, have ac- 
'Ws'd his Providence; others have 
ſo much reſtrain d his Wiſe Conduct, 
and extoll d ſecond Cauſes, as if no 
conſideration, at all were to be had 
of the frlt, and in this few have ob+ 
Sd a Medium, or Diſting uiſſ d 
ns Criminal, from their Tangeen 
2 9 or What were of Gods, and 
kn were of Mens Productions. 
Jowever, I can't imagine we need 
xcale Heaven, or Sink into the low- 
r God's Glory, and our own Sal- 
— 8 ſince the Holy Sen 
mbiguities ſo clearly, that tis im- 
pls a Diligent e ſhould be 
of Providence; for thoſe. Sacred O- 
xacles will regulate our Sentiments 
* Tay wil caſe . all 
8 N a6 


elt Abyſs, to know what's requiſite 
eaks ſo plainly, and. reſolves all 
norant of the Nature and Works 

after ſuch an excellent method, that 


0 
” 3 5 Pn, 4 
if any continue ignorant aid indoci- 


ble, after ſuch advantages, it muſt 


be aſcrib d to their negligence, or ill 


Education: Or if any have wilder d 
themſelves in the purſuite of theſe 
Miſteries, they muſt blame their 
pteſumption, in paſſing the Limits 
which God preſcrib'd them, or elſe 


correct the prejudices of Fleſh, and 
Inordinate Love of themſelves, which 


kept them from profiting by the 
Sacred lights of Revelation, and the 
infallible Maxims of the Goſpel; and 
therefore, tho I am conſcious, the 
vaſt Ocean of Wiſdom and Provi- 
dence can never be intirely Fathom' d, 
and that my Quallifications fall inft- 
nitely ſhort of what might be done 
by others; yet I ſhan't deny attemp- 
ting ſomething on this Subject, with- 
out propoſing any other advantage, 
than the content and pleaſure J have 
in doing it; tho I am alſo net out 
of hopes of Edifying others, who 
will ſpare a few hours to read it. 

The Word Providence is Latin, 
which equally ſignifying Provifter, 
and Previſion, Providence muſt ne- 
ceſſarily include them both, and 
N 9 B 4 2 : one 


(8) 


e be reciprocally taken for 
he os : for as 'tis impoſſible to 
 Preyide without Foreſight, ſo Fore« 
Lebt without Froviſian can bgnify 
but little. 

Providence is therefore ſaid to be 
Compos d of three things. | 
"Fig, 7 knowledge of Vault e to 
be amend 

Second, A Will to 4 "| REO 
Thirdly, A Power to perform "Ms 
And theſe three things are ſo eſſen - Ih 
tially requiſite to Providence, that Id. 
the want of any one of cheſe con- tc 
= ditions totally. deſtroys it; for ag ag 
= - | Knowledge, withont a Will, is un- Ini 
= | — ſo without power, both 
nowledge and Will are inſ gnifi; 
ant, --: -* 
With Reaſon enoygh cherefore; 
have the Latins given this vertue a 
Name, which ſignifies the Foreſight 
C of what is requiſite to be done, and 
= - . che Qrder of doing it; nor is the 
Latin Word Pravidentia, only ſo com: 
prehenſive,' for the Greek cet 
and the Hehrew Gaſbgachah, ſigni- 


A fies no leſs. The Eg) yptian Hierogy 
i lipbicks, repreſented Providence by 4 
g W 0 Eye Ae 7 7 the point 97 
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gerpter; and by the Image of a Hand, 
with an Eye in the Palm; | and by theſe 
myſtical adumbrations Taught the 
World, that Foreſight and Wiſdom-re- 
preſented by the Eye, ought to be ſap- 


ported by Power, repreſeuted by' the 


Hand and Scepter : Theſe all meet 
in the Providence of our God, wha 
knows all things, can do what he 
pleaſes, and Wills what is neceſlary 
for his own Glory, and the good of 
his choſen people; nothing is hid- 
den from him, nothing is impoſſible 
to him, and his Will Charitabl7 
agrees with his Knowledge and Om- 
ieee om Loni aroums 
His all- ſeeing Eye can Pierce the 
thickeſt Darkneſs, his Power can 
orcs his way thro the boy ſterous 
ea, and his Will exerts his Good- 
eſs, to all under his immediate pro- 
Eedian, ſo that Cicero will appear 
miſtaken, when he Aid, that Provi- 
ence was only a Forefight of Futu- 
ities, for this is but one Branch of 
Providence, and according to this 
Definition, God might Foreſee, and 
yet not intereſt himſelf in Mundane, 
Affairs, which ſtands in direct Op- 
poſition to his Goodneſs ; foe, ba 


(10) | 
does not content himſelf with raking 
#flight or Supegficial Veiw of Mens 
Actions; but his powerful hands go 
inſeperately with his Eyes, to aſſiſt 
the Good, and prevent rhe Evil. 
He looks not upon the World, as 
we do upon the courſe of a River, f 
or the Repreſentations on a Theatre, 
eo which we contribute nothing, 


7 


bue give out ſelves repoſe, while 
the Streams glide, or the Actors per- 
form ; for his yeiw is never without 
Action, his Contemplation is never 
Idle, but with, his helping hafid con- 
eurbes with all the Actions of Na- 
ture in general, and of Men in parti. 
eular, directing all their Motions 
and Operations to the great end he 
propoſes to himſelf, viz. his own 
Glory, and his Churches fafety. Sy 
Providence is the Action, wherel 
God preſerves, and Governes his Cre 
tures, and Levels all their Action 


and Events to that good order of ti 
World, and their own happineſs, hic y 
he deſignd from Eternity, and that with d 
out any kind of neceſſity or conſtraint ſe 
but with an Intire Liberty, and an il 


five Wiſdow and Goodneſs. 
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may pleaſe to obſerve, that J ſay ie 


„ 
In which Definition the Reader 


is an Action, and not 4 Dectee, or 


Counſel of God; it being no part of 


my deſign to conſider” it under that 


cree, and an Execution of a thought, 
which he conceiv'd from all Eter- 
nity; for Providence may be conſi- 
der d either as a Thought, an Action, 
ot a Decree and Deſign, or 8s the ef- 
tet and conſequence of this Deſign, 


or, in ſhorc, as the Idea, the Project, 


and Accompliſhment of the'Work it 
ſelf. Now raking it under tlie firſt 
conlideration;' Prowidence is the E- 
ternal Thought and Intention, where- 


by God Orders all things to their 


proper Ends; but according to the 
method I have propounded, is ef- 
falling in time what he ordain'd from 
Eternity. © j 
- In the firſt aceeptation God di- 
rects and orders, in the ſecond he 
imploys his hand in the work, and 
with a miraculous Power and Wiſ⸗ 


dom, executes what he had propo- 


ſed to himſelf from the beginning. 
And hence it an follows, 
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„ Altho God acts intime, and the 
the, Cares and Operations of Provis 
dence are effected daily, yet as to 
their Original they are Eternal 3 for 
this Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things 
did before all Ages regulate the Man- 

ner, the Time, the Circumſtances, 
And the Parts, as well as the End of 
all his Creatures. It is not with 
God as with Man, who not fore. 
| ſeeing; the Accidents that may crois 


- x op Deſigns, are- often forcidiro | n 


change their meaſures; for God ſees 
all things, as well future as preſent; 
at the ſame view: From his Omni- 
ſcience. nothing can be concealed, 
and he makes his Eſtimates ſo juſt- 
Þ he can never be deceiv d. No- 
thing is, or can be dano, but by his 
Preceptive or Permiſſiye Will, and of 
which he had not a clear Proſpect 
fromEternity ; ; for if it's Scandalous | 
to a wiſe, Man to ſay, he did not 
think, ho can it be ſu ppos d of God, 
who, as St. Auguſtin ſays, is all Eye; 
co- operates with the Creatures; by 
a new Influx of Power; afliſts their 
Endeavours, and at one glance ſees 
all the World. Heaven is not fo 
high, but he c can reach it; Hell is not 
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VV 
fo dark, but he can ſee it; the Earth 
is not ſo wide, but he can ſpan it; 

nor the Sea ſo deep, but he can fa- 
or thom it; for all things are naked and 
open, to the Eyes of him with whom we 
ave to 40. n NM 3% 
This is the eternal knowledge ſo 
frequently attributed to God in Ho- 
y Scripture. Solomon ſays, all his 
reatures are known to Him from 
he beginning; and St. Paul ſays of 
He Goſpel, that God had determin d 
it to his own Glory from before all 
Ages, which may be alſo extended 
o all his Works, whoſe Production 
and Series he had reſolvd upon from 
Eternity. Why then ſhould we de- 
y him the thought of ranging them 
inder the Order of his Providence, 
o which he had made them ſubject 
or the ſame duration? Pauſanius 
Tells us, chat the Greeks gave three 
Wycs to a Statue of Jupiter, for no o- 
her reaſon but to ſhew he knew all 
hat was Tranſacted both in his own, 
nd his Brother's Kingdoms, viz. in 
eaven, Earth and Hell, which re- 
ates to the Times paſt, preſent and 
o come. The Spirit of God * ſearch> cu. x. 2. 16 
th all things; he knoweth the Secrets 
; of 


—— 


e pfal. 44. 25. 


fees Thus is the eternal knowledge 


change than his Eſſence; for as HH 
is eternal by the immutability 


Numb. 23. 
19. 


Ja. x, 17. 


found in the Acts of his Counſels 


Providence does exert it ſelf in time 


Decrees. Balaam ſaid *, God is mi 


BALE AS I Ae AE DRAG ns pe. abc, 
F 4 * 
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| TTY 6 
of the heart ; and David ealls chen 
prophane 2nd ſenſual Brutes hal 
iay.* the Lord ſpall not ſee, the G0 
of Jacob will not regard it; as if Wl 
that planted the Ear ſhould not hear 
and he that form'd the Eye ſhould nol 


= * 


* 


of God eſtabliſſd upon its: grud 
foundation, and renders it apparen 
to all Men, that tho the Divin 


and is temporal in its Effects; ye 
notwithſtanding it's Eternal in iii 
Decree and Original, and never ad 
mits of any change, or alreratic 
He acts as he thought, and his I. 
tentions are no more ſubject 


his Divine Nature, fo is he in th 
ſteddy aſſurance of his righteoul 


ND 


as Man that he ſhould Lye, nor lil 
the Son of Man that he fhould repent 
and St. James tells us, with him 
no variableneſs, nor fliadow of tur 
ing: his Decrees beyond choſe t 

the Perſian Kings, are wholly ind 
vocable, no Blurs nor Razings, ae 


j 


1 


hat ſhall abide for ever, and he will 
6 o whatſoever he pleaſeth ; and twas 
his conſideration, I ſuppoſe, that 

„ Inade the Ancients in the repreſen- 

no tation of his Stability and Conſtan- 
edge y ſay, he was like a Cube, and that 
be eternal Sun had no Tropict, as 


vin dates the Earth. 5 x 
ti To this Eternity of Providence out 
ye Definition adds Liberty, and conſe- 
in ituently baniſhes Conſtraint and Ne- 


er adÞcſlity ; for certainly all that God 


atio loes in favour of his Creatures, 
is IR- from a pure principle of Good 
ct ee, without being bound to it, by 
as H Law of Neceſſity, or any other 
icy M onſideration whatſoever. 
Accordingly the Holy Scriptvre 
wTepreſents his good pleaſure, and his 
ill, as the ſole Cauſe of all the 
Ji Good which we receive from his 
Bounty : For God being an Inde- 
dendant Exiſtence, and abſolutely 


reedom of Will and Choice, (being 


y in pone of the leaſt of the Divine Per- 
gs, Mections) he cannot want, as being 
unſelnfallible Conſequences, and inſe 


table 


or the Counſel of God, ſaith Jaiah , Jiic. 46. 


hat refulgent Plant has that illumi- 


uri erfect in all things, Liberty and 


10. 


* 8 * 
— 


CW): 
table Companions of Independance. A. 
Nay, this Quality is fo eſſential to by 
the Dezty, that it is impoſſible to be. 
lieve a God, and not at the ſame time 
to betieve him Maſter of his own Will, 
Jove, and the reſt of the fabulous 
Pagan Deities, may be inſlaved to 
that they call Fate; but the true 
God which the Chriſtians adore, 7s 
in Heaven, and doth whatſoever he 
_— 0 
God being then abſolutely free, 
and uncontroulable in his Detreesſ ati: 
and Actions, it neceſſarily follows, to 
he muſt be ſo in his Providence al Fir 
ſo; for as nothing could force him 
to create the World, ſo nothing can 
compel him to preſerve it; nor can 
we imagine his Omnipotent hand 
leſs free in ſuſtaining Heaven and 
Earth, than it was in drawing them 
out of their original Nothing. 
A Painter, or Statuary, has liber 
21 to diſpoſe bf his finiſh d Handy- 
Work, according tohis own pleaſure, 
and ſhall we reduce the Eternal God, 
to-a neceſſity of maintaining his, anc 
render him of leſs Power and Free 
dom than a common Artiſt 2 No, 
the Scripture almoſt every where 
Aſlerts 


121 "mM | 

Aſſerts the contrar y, eſpeci 
by the mouth of the ply 4 BY 1 
0 Houſe-of Iſraelꝭ cannot I do with pon, 
as the Potter with bis Clay, as Clay in 
the Hande of the Potter, Jo are je in 
my hands, O Houſe of Iſrael. And we 
may ſay on this occaſion, what our 
Lord ſaid on another, for ſo it ſeems 
ed good in thy fight." 

In Nature there ak Gan canes: 
chat Act by Neceſſity, and are fo. 
manacl'd by the Laws of their Cres 
ation, that they are not art Liberty 
to Act otherwiſe then they do: So 
| 5 cannot but Bumm. nor can che 


us. And there are others his may 
be conſtrained to do what they would 
not, either by their Will, or by an 
inſtict of N ature, or are forced by 
the Violence of external cauſes; ass 
may be inſtanced in divers caſes; 
but God, the Author of Nature is not 
ſubject to any of theſe Laws, but on 
the contrary. For ſhall not he, that 
gave Man an intire Liberty and Free- 
dom of Will, when he placed him in 
che Garden of Eden, and has yet left 
him ſome remains of it, now even 
after The: fall, ſhall nor he himſelf be 
C 88 


— 


- a wes de. as; dent tas 7 SACS 
* r E 
2 — < — ' — - 7 
— \ e 
; . 


nods bo" FRY 
5 — 
* 


able tb 1 Priviledge on o 


chers, thar he is deſtitute of himſelf? 
tis abſur d ro imagine it; and thete- 


fore we muſt _ conclude, that God 
conſerves and Governs the. World, 
not out of neceſſity or aint, 
but purely of his own. free WII and 


Bounty. 


Goodneſs is one of whe: r 
appearing in his + Providence, and 


acknowledged in che Definition we 


have given, and is no leſs Eſſential 
to God than his Liberty: Nay, I 
venture to ſay, that Goodneſs is as 
the Foundation of his Being; for if 
what the \Metaphyſicians ſay, That 
Goodneſs and. Being are Reripracal, and 
zuſeperablæ, and that Good and Being: 
are the ſame, its plain, that God be- 
ing the Supreme, and firſt of all Be- 


ings, is not only Good, but. Good 


eſs it ſelf, and the Fountain of all 
the Goodneſs that is diſcovered in 
the Creatures. The Philoſophers al- 
ſo, Who have diltinguiſll things 
chat are Good by Eſſence, from o- 
chers that are only Good by! Parti: 
cipation, confeſs God alone to be 
che firſt, becauſe he derives his Good- 
neſs from himſelf alone, and bot- 

| tows 


n '$ 1 EEE 
rows it from: no other ; Whereas 
Whatever Goodneſs is to be found 
in the Creatures, it comes all from 
God, and is as it were a Ray'of 
that which is ite Poſkeſied by: 
his Divine Nature. 
The Pagans- eG have allo 
acknowledged that Grodyeſs i The” 
prime Perfection” of the Godhead; and 
therefore intitle theft Jupiter, tlie 
Beſt and the Greateſt bf all Beings 
Cicero does alſb obſerve; that · Je- pe) 
che Title Good preceeds that of # cpi nur; 
rear, it being ſomething more Au- ene 5 
ys and Beneficial! to.do good! to all; timus, 1. e. be- 
than to poſſeſs all che Wealth and vH 
Treaſures of the World. | "And "ris nus; guiaa: 
this chat renders God whar he is 8 je 2 —_ 
for all his Works are the Publiſhers E 
of his Goedneſs, às well as his -pe Magnus - 
Power. If therefore he hath Cre- 
ated the World, ahd now Governs 
and Preſerves it by his Cars, and 
Providence; we muſt not be 0 in 
injurio us to him, as to think it done 
out of Neceſſity, 'but onl the mote 
Illuſtriouſſy to ſet forth his Gare 
and Clemency, and exert his Magi 


ſicen ce, and Liberality ?- This is the 


Doctrine that St. Pan! Taugt the 


C5 Athe- 
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Adds. 17. 5. 


for ſince he gave Being to all, no 


Palm. 119. 


J.. 1. 17. 


| thing- that we. have dt received and 
if afterall this, any remain doubtful 
they may as well queſtion whether 


and finally this Immutable Eternity. is 
accompanied with Wiſdom; as we 
have Noted in our Definition; and 


thing to Nothing, and preſervation 


hand in hand together, fo this Goo. 


RR. nt 
Athenians, that this God that made 
the World, and all in it, made it 


not & if he flood in need of any: thing; 


doubt but his Providence is as great 
a Mark of his Goodneſs, and a con- 
ſequence of his Love, as the effe 
of his Power and N iſ down. 
Ihe ScriptureTeacherh this Truth 
ſo aptly, and fully, that tis unde 
niable. The Earth, O Lord, is full of 
thy Mercy. Every Good and perfect 
Gift is from above, and we ha vr na- 


Life be preferrable, or Death, Some- 


to Deftrudtien and Ruine. 
But as tlie Mercies of God never 


go alone, but like the Graces, Walk 


nee, this Anowledge, this Liberty, 


indeed there needs no more, but to Bod 
gaſt an Eye upon his Actions and his po 
Works, to fee the reſplendent Rays Arch 


of his Etrrual and Infinite Wiſdom rar 


All 


to 
his 
ays 
am. 


All 


1 

All times and places, preſent you 
wich ſuch Noble and IIluſtrious 
Marks of it, that its impoſſible to 
open your Eyes, but this Divine 

Attribute offers it ſelf to your con- 
templation. It ſhews it ſelf in the 
Creation, for as the Pſalmiſt Sings, 
How 'manifold are thy Works, O Lord. Pla! 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them al; 
the Earth is full of thy Riches. 

A ſuperficial inſight into Nature, 
ſays a Learned Author, may incline 
Men to Atheiſm ; but when we 
throughly conſider its Regular Me- 
thods, and the Cauſes of Things; 
when we behold the Chain of them 


Confederated and Link d together, 


we muſt acknowledge a Dei), and 
fly to Providence, and the contrivance 
of an infinite Wiſdom; for there is 
no part of this great Fabrick, which 
does not direct us to a Wiſe and 
mighty Being, by whom it was made, 
and above all the reſt, rhe Heavens, 
hich are ſo vaſtly extended, and 
herein we ſee ſo many Glorious 
Bodies, that proclaim aloud the 
Power, and Wiſdom, of the Supreme 

\rchiretor : This conſideration 

ranſported the Pſalmiſt into Hea- 
Eo ITO C3 __  _ veay 


\ 


fal 

Fenly Raprures and Seraphick 

. Ty s. 3. tulations. When I confeder thy be 2 
vens, the Warkes of thy Fingers, the Þ 
Moon and the Starrs which thou haſt i © 
Ordained ; when 1 look up tg. thy 2 
| Celeſtial Habitations, and contider p 
the Beauty of that admirable Struc: t. 
tute; how Nan thou haſt Gilded n 

the Roofs of thy outer Houſe, with d 

the Lights that ſhine about it; T am cl 

ſtruck Dumb with wonder. In the a 

beſt Poliſhed Works of Art we find fo 
Remarkable Protuberancies, but in 

when we view the Works of (Sod: th 

and Nature, whether immediately ve 

by our Eyes, or by the help of Mi, in 

croſcopes, the Beaut V, Order, Excel- 4% 

lency and Rariety are ſo apparent, 

and the uſe ſo. beneficial, that it 

muſt be the groſſeſt Stupidity, the 

moſt unaccountable Folly, and un- 

Fal. 14. 15; reaſonable Madnets, not to cry out 
with David, *. Wonderful are thy Works m: 

O Lord, and that my Soul knows right 

Jer. 15. 18. well, and with the Prophet Jeremzah, 
„ * Tord hath Efabliſh'd the World 
„ Miſdom, and ſferetcl/d: out 

the Heavens by his Underſtandiyg,; ; 

and. that * glorious Attribute is np 


leſs rer in the Conduct and Ma pet 
V nagemen 


1 3 - : F * 7 5 
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1 of che | ſame Crearues, 
preſerving their, Beings and Na- 
rures ; can have no Dependance up- 
on any Power, but that which firſt 


gave th 1 Being, having no Princi- 


ple of ſelf ſubſiſtance indipendant on 
their Original Cauſe; and there is 
no leſs Power, Prudence, and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, required in the preſervation of 
things Created, chan there was to 
acquire or produce them, and there: 
fore the Scriptures ſeem delighted 
in Celebrating theſe Wonders, and 
the Prophets David and Daniel, are 
very Energetical in divers places, ſay- 


ing, God is Wiſdom and Power, * and ms 139 
| * Dan, 2. 


diſcovers hidden ſecrets. : 
Who is able to view all the Curi- 
olities and ſurprizing Wonders of 
Nature, without a religious admira- 
tion : with what Beauty, Art and 
Contrivance, particular Creatures are 
made, and how the ſeveral parts of 
this great Machine, are fitted to each 
other, in the compoſition of a Re- 
gular and Uniform World? And 
how they are adapted to the uſe and 


Purpoſes of their ſeveral Natures, 


by a mutual Connection and De- 
pendance on each other? how the 
ge e Ca Celeſtial 


Vx 
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Celeſtial Bodies by their benign In- 


fluente, are Serviceable to the Earth, 


atid mutually concur in the Pro- 
duction of Plants, and Fruits, for 
che refreſſiment of our Bodies, and 
Gratiſication of our Senſes; and 
how the Earth makes a Grateful re- 
turn in ſending up to Heaven her 
Exhalations and Vapours, to furniſh 


matter for frew rains and dewes ; in 


in a word, who can examine all the 
Wonders of Nature, without aſton- 
iſnment, and Crying out with St. 
. Paul O the Depth of the Riches, both of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of Got, 
and canfeſſing him not only Wife, bu? 
the only wiſe God, who is ſo Viſible 
in all his works, that if Men would 
but dwell in the Contemplation of 
Nature and Providence, their Minds 
would be ſo over- power d with ſuch 
infinite Varieties of his Divine Art 


and Wiſdom, that there would be 


no room for Imaginary Chance, or a 
Blind and ſortuitous concourſe of 
Attoms, to oppoſe the belief of 2 
God and Providence. © 
And here its neceſſary to remember, 
what before was intimated, that rhe 


Cares and Concerns of Gods Divine 
PF br He „ | Providence, 


+ 


1 

providence, are'exrended Univetfk Hy 
to the whiole Creation; which gecl ares 
his Comprehenſive” goodnefs, that 
the ſmalleſt and moſt inconſiderable, 
| BB nay, che moſt contemptible and ab ect 
Creatures, from the Crawling Worm 
to the higheſt Angel, are incircled 
rin the Arms of his Providential be- 
i nignity; and as it was his pleaſure 
1 

c 


r oe Os te 


to produce them, ſo tis no leſs his 
> I care to ſubſiſt them, and ſecures a 
- I proviſion for the Ant, as well as re- 
t. gulates the Motions of the Heavens. 
Fe Suftains all things by the Word of 
„ Hs Power, and renders his conduct as 
it WL Adorable in numbring the Hairs of our 
le £ Heads; as in managing the great Af. 
d faits of theUniverſe; 5 — can no 
F more fall to'th Ground without his 
Is ¶Licenſe, than a mighty Hot be van: 
h quiſhed without his permiſſion ; but 
rt of this more hereafter, when T have 
de refuted the Objections of thofe un- 
a happy Men that fight againſt Gods 
of Providence, and either in Whole or 
a in part den the World is Govern'd 
bY it; and then ſhall Evince that 
Ted's Providence does not deſtroy the 
Liberty of the Creatures, nor the 
. lature of thoſe things we call Con- 
s POR 
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3s a, a nd in the mean time, 1 


* 


Men arc fo cager in Propound - ab 
mitted by the Decrees of God's Pro- 


Prolong, or Abbreviate their Du- 
It has been too generally Taught, 


that all Mortals have a fix d and im 


force of all Motives and Arguments 


this is to the Refutation of Judaiſm 


* 
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anſwer the Queſtion chat ſom to 


ing. viz. an brig Folios 
Whether the Term of our Lives na! 
are ſo abſolutely determined and Li- 


widence, that is impoſſible, either to 


ration -· 


* 


and believed, that the date of Hu- 
man Life cannot be Protracted, but 


mutable Period Decreed them, be- 
yond which they cannot paſs ; but 
this Opinion directly Defeats the 


to vertue deriv'd from Tempora 
conſiderations, undermines ou 
Dependance upon God, and Radi: ti 
cules our Addreſſes to him, as fan 
as they concern this Life, and what 
relates to it: And how large a Stride 


which was grounded upon Tempo we 
ral Promiſes, and the Injury 0 
Chiſtianiry it ſelf, the Authority 
the New Jeſtament much depending 
on the 0:4, I leave any todetexmine 


ain 


—_ 


(e! 

Ind were * no other pen 
e fl coreiect this opinion, Ithink they were 
. abundantly ſufficient; ſince e | 
ſſible 3 any thing ſhould be conſo- 

nant co Truth, which is ſo repu 
to the Intereſt and Authority of Re- 
Agios; but there are ſo man 

I muſt be forc'd to Croud PID to- 
gether, that I may avoid Tediouſ- 
neſs and Redundancy. |. 

Firſt, This perſwaſion is repug- 
nant to the and of Nature, for to 
what purpoſe i is the Love of Life im- 
planted i in us by our great Creator? 
why is ſelf Preſervation the firſt Di- 
Gate and Law of Nature, if all our 
care and Diligence can contribute 
nothing to it; vain and impertinent 
is that Law, whoſe obſeryations can. 
I procure us no good, nor its Viola- 
Ition no Evil. 

Secondly, It thwarts the Expe- 
rience _ Obſervation of all Man- 
ddl kind ; for how can the Period of 
Life be fix'd and unalterable, which 
we ſee every Day lengthen d by our 
Care and Moderation, and ſhorten'd 
by ou intemperance and Negli - 
ing gence ? unleſs we can reſolve to the 
utter overthrow of Religion, not 15 
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” tint 
ly that Life and Death, but alſo that 
Vice and Vertue; Wiſdom and Fol- 
3 Iy, which lead to the one and the 
; other; are a-like predetermin'd ne- 
n 
Thirdly, Nor is the Opinion leſs 
contrary to the Senſe and Reaſon of 
of the Wiſe and Prudent, than to 
the experience of tlie Multitude. 
Self Preſervation is the firſt and chief. 
eſt end of Human Laws, and Civil 
Societies, and how ſenſleſs and Ri. 
diculous would it be, for a grave and 
ſagacious Aſſembly, to fence and ſe- 
cure thoſe. Lives, which can neither 
be invaded one Minute before their 
fatal hour arrives, nor be prolong'd 
_ Minute beyond it ; nor has Man 
ohly, but God himſelf endeavoured 
to ſecure this Temporal Life, by 
the ſtricteſt and moſt ſolemn Laws; 
but he has alſo made Life and Death 
the reward of Obedience, and Pu- 
niſhment of Sin. This Opinion 
thereof, is a Calumny againſt the 
| Wiſdom and Siucerity of God, in 
making Laws to Guard that Life, 
which can neither be violated nor 
extended beyond its minute: His 
Sixcerity, for his promiſes, would Ice 
V e be | 


| [29 2 
te diate and "inſignificant, nd 
ſo would his Threxin s too, if 
neither the obedience of the Vertu- 
cous could lengthen, nor the Diſobe- 
dience of that Sinner could ſhorren 
Life; and in a Word, why does the 
Holy Spirit invite and incourage 
Men to Religion by the. Propoſal 
of Lite and Proſperity, if in Truth; 
Life and Proſperity: depend not on 
our Behaviour, but on our Fate: 
and are not diſpen d according to 
the open Propoſals, but the Secret 
and unconditional, che rigid and in- 
flexible Decrees of the Almighty? 
To theſe I could add many other 
reaſons againſt this error, had I nor 
obſer w d that as. it has prevail too 
much to be deſpis d, ſo has it too 
little to be Laboriouſly refuted, and 
that it has ſo. weak a Foundation, 
h that few of thoſe that defend it, do 
believe it; or at leaſtwiſe ſo ſted . 
n taſtly as to ſuffer it to have any in- 
e fluence upon their Counſels or acti- 
n ons, and Fews, Turks and Aſtrolo- 
© Igers, who are the moſt ſuperſtitions 
r Aſſertors of Fate, are no Freer from 
is che fears of Death, nor leſs con- 
d Ficern'd to preſerve their own Lives 
de ; than 
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1 har 55 chie@ed: from Scriphtit 

to ſupport this Opinion, is capable "2 
af a very eaſy anſwer; for they 
which ſpeak of an appointed time 
for Man upon Earth, are not to be 
underſtood of any particular perſo- 
nal Fate, but of a general Law! or 
Rule of Nature; not of the ex. 
tent of every particular Perſon s 
Lift, but of the Duration of Man 

in General, or of the Mortaliry of 
our Frame and Conſtitution, and the 
ſhortneſs of Mans reſidence here 
upon Earth; and imply no more, 
— that a, Man, as well as all other 
Species of Animals, and indeed oſ 


ot | 
aza, 
place 

Dok 

ble 
ienc 
enia 


the Carpe, for fo far Job extend 


ariſon, hath his time ap 
= pointed, the bounds of his Life of 
1 abode here ſet him beyond which hel 
tian. go. ro, cannot paſs. T * Days of our -Agt 
are Threeſcore Tears and Ten, and thi 

Men be fo ſtrong,” that they come tf 

1 '_  Fourſeore Fears] yet is there ftrengiMg. 
n then but Labour and ſorrow, ſo 2 ill 
1 = away,” May: we are mor” 


TM 


As 6, Aftroligicad. Predidtions, i 


| any Man has found ſome of them 


not prone to Error and 


ſufficient to Diſ⸗ e one 
gueſs, =o — Man _ 
have aV alue for apretended Science, 
whoſe Grounds and Principles are 
cvidently uncertain and precarious. 
o Man of any Reli 


fond of that which to ſay no worſe 


eripture; for tho I muſt not diſ- 
1 this Truth, that the Idolatry: 
which was blended: with i it, ſeems el 
3 to have drawn down a ſe- 
ere Sentence upon it, yet can it 
ot be deny d but that the Prophets 


þ 


et 
of 


dil 


bY ook upon it with no very  favour- 
nale or benign aſpect; as to the pre- 
4 ience of God, I ſee not how the 
lenial of a faral Period of human 
ife Claſhes with it; on the quite 
' Ontrary it ſeems to me imurious 
o limit and reſtrain the knowledg/ 
God, who thinks he foreſees no- 


true, yet if thoſe Mens minds wed? | 
a a Thouſand Errors would be choughe 
Senſe ſhould 


ſhould be: 
_ ſtands Condemn d by God in 


azah * had Jeremiah, and other * 47. 
ip places: of Holy Sctipture, ſeem to Jer. 10; 


P.ng, bur becauſe he peremptorily 


TE. Dam); - 
———— chis, if we will ſpeak 


the Senſe of the thing, is to magniſy a 
his Power, but to Nees andiconfine WM 
hekiwitwieds e; or at leaſtwiſe to de- oi 
preſs:and debaſe it, for thus it would p, 


not he a primary and Eſſential per- 
ECtie N, bas wouldreſalr from, or de- pr 
pend upon an Arbirrary Will, an un- {| 
guicled power; for my part Lcannct ¶ acc 
| chile ĩt neceſſury, if could not reron·¶ by 
cile God's forex now ledge with con- yo1 
encies in Events, therefore with wh 
the Sccinlan to deny the one, or with pre: 
the Futaliſi the other; tis enough to con 
me chat learn from Sctiptute, chat the 
is from God that cannot err, thatÞ plea 
Preſcicnce belongs to the Creator, raiſe 
and Contingency to the Creature. Fi 
But yet, aſter all this, if any Man 
will contend for ſuch a kind of Fatt 
as is not rigid; and inflexible, but 
ſub:airs to the interpoſal of the Di 
vine Prerogati ve, and leaves ſufficient 
incouragement for the labour; vet 
tue, and Prayers of Man, TIhall not 
oppoſe it; Nature has it Laws, but 
chey are ſuch as God ov er· rule 
9 he pleaſes; and thus I hope! 
have evinc' d, that the Period of Hof vears 
man Life is not farally fix d, chat nin few 
-234q peremp 


a. 
Peftemptory and unconditional - de- 
cree, no inſuperable connection or 


concatinat ion of Cauſes, does ſuper- 


our Vigilance and induſtry, for the 
Preſervation af this Bleſſing. 


. But the beſt way to Antidote this 
pretended fatality, and protect our 


ſelves from Violence, and Unlucky 


accidents, which cannot be foreſeen 
- by Humane Prudence, is to poſſeſs 


your ſelves of a Chearful Spirir, 


preſervation of our Lives; for the 
contentment of the Mind, preſerves 
the Balſom of the Blood, and the 
pleaſure of it inlarges the Heart, 


invigorares all our Powers; ſo that 
where the Mind ſhines Serene and 
bright, it ſeems to impart a new 
Warmth, and a new Life unto the 
Body, a new Spring and Verdure 
ro this Earth; on the contrary a Diſ- 
asd Mind does, as it were ſcatter 
ts contagion thro the Body; Diſ- 
ontent and Melancholy ſowers the 
Blood, and clogs the Spirits, Envy 
ines away, and Paſſion frets and 
vears out the Strength and Life: 
Fn few Words, there is an intimate 

* D Con- 


\ 


which greatly contributes to the 


raiſes the Spirits, and Actuates and 
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Conjunction between the Mind, and 
Body; and ſo cloſe in the depen- 


dance of the latter, upon the former, . 
that the face of inferior Nature, does bo 


Evidently vary, wither, or flouriſh, 
as the Mind ſmiles and lowrs upon bre 
it; and accordingly, if we appeal to oi 
experience, and Obſervations, I be- ry 
lieve we may ſafely pronounce, that 15 
generally ſuch live longeſt, who e 
either think very /56 hy or-whoſe 
thoughts are always calmand coat chi 
© No 88 
Secendly, The Health of 5 Body 118 


for 

is eſpecially to be preſerv d, for toe 
Bf y "i firſt debauch and — 
corrupt Nature, and then load her 0 n 
with their own Reproaches, and Ac- 0 
cuſations ; how much ſoever Men * 
complain of the ſhortneſs of Lifeg it op 


. is apparent they ſhorten it them- 1 
ſelves, by their own intemperancies; Fon 
vertue is the ſure. and ſafe road to a 
long Life, at leaſt to a more.comfor-- 
table and Honourable Death; for 
where an early Death is the reſulg of 

a Providence, not a Crime, we multi 
needs meet it with leſs Amazement, 
our ſelves, and our Friends behold 
it with leſs Regret, r Affliction. 

3 "01 Thirdly, 


| FEE 
Thirdly, Ingage the Providence of 

God in the preſervation of your Lives, 

which is actively imploy'd for that 

very end and purpoſe ; this is our 

great Security, as well as the Pro- | 

| phet David's, that we may lay us " 

down and Sleep, for tis the Lord 

that makes us dwell in ſafery ; all 

the Natural means, of our Security 

and Life, are in the Hands of God, 

and if theſe ſhould be deficient, no- 

thing can reſtrain him from exert- * 

ing a ſupernatural Force and Vertue, 

for our Preſervation ; his fixed 

and *Univerſal Laws are infinitely 

Wiſe; but if at any time our Affairs 

ſhould require his immediate inter- 

poſal, I know not why we ſhould 

fancy his Pretogative 1o bounded, 

that he cannot, or will not inter- 

poſe; and rho' his Pavilion be thick 

clouds, his Providence a great Abyſs, 

and the ſwiftneſs and ſecrecy of his 

Acting cludes our ſearch. and baffte 

Jour Inquiries, that we cannot diſcern 

) | | ; 4 

7 when he acts by Prerogative, and 

when by Law; yet we have no rea- 

4 ſon to doubt but he does frequently 

exert a Miraculous; and extraordina- 

ry Power in the Preſervation of .. 

* good Men. D> CHAP. 
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Proving, by Reaſon, the Confeſſion of o 
Philoſophers, and by holy Scrip- 
ture s, that there ts a Providence. 


Riſtotle tells us, that different I all 
A Queſtions require different ſo 
' Antwers, adequate to the na- to 

ture and importance of the demand; it, 
as if one ſhould ask if Fire was hot, ( 
he muſt be required to touch it, and its 
receive an anſwer from his Sence of gr. 
feeling. If another ſhould inquire ſiſt 
whether Parents ought to be ho- bil 
nour d by by their Children ; a Re- the 
primand, and not an Anſwer, was Co 
due to his arrogance. And if any cel. 
Scotoma!ical Sceptick ſhould impor- fall 
tune us to produce convincing tur- 
proofs from Reaſon, that Providence Þ we 
govern'd and manag'd the World, he kn 
ought ro be anſwer d by a ſcourge inti 
from the Beadle, rather than by Ar- Þ * 
guments from a Philoſopher, fince © Rea 
no Truth is more apparent, and in- a G 
graven deeper in our * gs 
than 


„ e 
than that of a Vrovidence; and we 
oughit to, be more throughly con- 2 

vinc d of its veracity, than of what 9 
we feel wich our hands, or ſee with 2 
our eyes. „ 
However, ſince it ſo much con- = 
cerns the glory of God, and our own 
' E conſolation, to render this Truth in- 
conteſtable, and becauſe there have 
always been, and ſome are ſtill found 
© = 1o unhappy, blind and obſtinate, as 
to deny its exiſtence, and war againſt 
It, either in the whole, or in part, 
( having examined the definition, ) 
its now requiſite to diſcover the 
grounds on which this trych ſub- 
iſts, and the motiyes of our credi- 
bility, and they are ranged under 
theſg three heads, 1. Reaſon. 2. The 
s || Confeſſions of the Pagans, and more 
y | cclebrated Philoſophers. 3. The in- 
- | fallible Teſtimonies of holy Scrip- 
g | cure, which alone were ſufficient, if 
ewe conteſted only with ſuch as ac- 
e knowledg'd their Divinity, and would 
e intirely ſubmit to ther Deciſion. 
r Jo begin with the firſt: The ſame 
e | Reaſon which perſwades us there is 
a God, proves alſo there is a Provzr 
zs dence ; for whether we conſider the 
_— D 3 World 
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World in General, or every part fi 
concerning its compoſition, we n 
Ee find that all things place it before P 
ou: Ey es, and render it impoſſible to a1 
believe that God created the World, 1 2/ 
withour believing he alſo preſerves | C 
Soren it, TH. be 
Nothing is more viſible than that m 
the ſame Creatures which proclaim 6 
a God, whoſe productions they are, 
do allo at the ſame time declare his ot 
Providence by which they ſubſiſt. V 
The Univerle then being the firſt Y of 
School which teacheth this Excel- th 
lent and wholeſome Doctrine, our th 
Underſtandings may at once be both | O 
Tutor and Pupil ; for as we cannot | or 
behold a curious Structure, but wel cb 
mult confeſs, an incomparable A4r- ce 
chitect was its Author, ſo we cannot  /*7 
think of the World's pretervation, || of 
and continuance in the beautiful or- Tic 
der we ſec it in, without confeſſing s 
that it Proceeds f om the care and i 
conduct of an Cmui potent Hand, and bi 
and Iafnite ndlerſtauding. The © 
Immenſe extent and incomparable | A 
beauty of the Celeſtial Vaults,ſhows | w 
the Grandeur of the Arm that built | L. 
them ; and when we obſerve the! V 
15 F 


hn 


Tas) - e "i 
f ſyiſtneſs, and regularity of their 
motions, we eaſily conclude the 
power that moves them is Divine 
and incomprehenſible, Rom. 1. 20. 
\ the invifible things of Cod from the 
Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, , 
being underſtood. by the things that are 
t made, even his Eternal power and 
a God-head. 
„ No leſs do we learn from all the 
other Branches of this prodigious 
Machine, whether we take a View 
of them ſeperately, as the Earth in 
che midſt of the Air, without any o- 
r ther Support than its own Weight. 
hOr take them in groſs, ranging them 
tone after anotlier, and bound in 
e chains ſo fre, they cannot be per- 
- | ceived by our Senſes; and yet ſo 
t Atrong, that to this day we never heard 
„of one Broken, nor che leaſt deſolu- 
tion of a Tye ſo ſecret. But there 
g s no nced to raiſe our Thoughts ſo 
d high, or carry them fo farr; let us 
d bur: deſcend, and enter into our 
cl ſelves, and we ſhall find plenty of 
je Arguments to prove there is a God 
s| who preſides, and as a Sovereign 
It Lord governs all by his omnipotent 


c| Wiſdom and Council. | 
8, — Who 
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Who can without - aſtoniſhment 
conſider the Formation of our Bodies 
in the Womb of our Mothers, where 
we are fed by the Navel, Evacuate 
by the Pore, and have /ife and mo- 
tion without breathing, which is ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary after our Birth, 
that we cannot ſubſiſt one moment 
without it! 5 
Obſerve alſo, how God has pre- 
pared in the Breaſts of our Mothers, 
an Excellent Nouriſiment ſutable to 
the tenderneſs of our Infant Being. 
Admire how with Age our Members 
grow and ſtrengthen, how our 
Tongues are untied, our Wit bloſ- 
ſoms and buds, by. ſecret and in- 
ſenſible augmentations! In a Word, 
how are we able to comprehend all 
the other Wonders of human Na- 
ture, which purchaſed Man the glo- 
rious appellation of the little World, 
and Maſterpiece of the Divine Crea- 
tion, without acknowledging a God 
that form'd and ſuſtains them in 
their order, power and Vigour. 
And if we paſs from hence to the 
conſideration of ſmaller things, we 
ſhall meet with the ſame occaſion of 
admiration and Wonder; let us con- 
Ts | ſider 
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der only two, or three of them. 
he laborious Bees, which Extract 
from Flowers the juice and quinteſ- 
ence of which they form their Wax 
and Honey: Their Legs are ſo de- 
licate and ſlender, that one can 
ardly diſcern them without pain, 
and yet are of ſuch a curious com- 
oſition, that one part of that almoſt 
mperceptible Member may be inſer- 
ed into the other, and are bound 
ogether by ligaments, to ſupply the 
vant of Joints. Conſider Ny Tip 
ing which ferves them for a Wea- 

on, how it is hollow, thar when ir 
as given the Wound, it may alſo 
raw thorough irs Concavity, rhe 
lood of which they ſeem ſo gree- 


If you liſten to the noiſy hum- 
ting of their Wings, who would 

unk ſo great 4800 could iſſue from 
body appearing ſo light and feeble? 
iew the Tortoiſes, and Snails, 

at carry their Houſes on their 
xcks! The Ants, that with ſo 
uch . dilligence and order, make 
teir proviſion, inſomuch that Holy 
ripture propounds them to Men 
Examples of care and induſtry; 
5 1 where 


where is che Man ſo irrational, thy 
weighing: ſo many Wonderful Phe 
venea S, does not acknowledge th 
Finger of God in their Compoſition 
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and chat chey carry wich them ſud 
EXP rels Marks of a Deity; and. 
Oer ruling Providence, chat non 
can, miſtake them for the caſts of ij 
goragt Fortune, the Hortuitus co 
courſe of Atoms, or the Blind Ei 
Since then the, Creature all accoſſhi 
in proving che Exiſtence of a God, 0 

Which they all depend as ro their A 
inzs, their Voices are no leſs {tron 
and powerful, in Teaching, us thi 
lg Ire 1S a H⁰νẽE ee; on Whic i 
ee e ebe a8 to tha 

ubſiftence, and Operations. For fuj 
xc fo brutiſh ta deny, ) it neceſſari 


Wichout it, he would neither be 0 
potent, Omniſcient,, non the chieſqave 


. >. 


Good, ang therefore no God; ſiuſſs wi 
tis impoſſible to Conceive him ow 


meh, without comprehending thoſfreak 


che Attributes chat are Edencial hich 


95 God-head. For how can he In ch 

Omuipatent,that does not provide ſqheſe 
8 Tn a 

ES | = 
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"Is 43 Fr x48 
and. maintain all the Beings he bath 
produced? Who does not take care of 
cheir well being, 115 with an Abſo- 
luce Power, regulate all vexzs. char 
udElmay befal. them? H How can be 
Omniſczent, and line that does nor 
Wforclee Ark r oft; and in conſequence 
of that Foreſight, make Proviſion for 
onfficalual Accidents ? How can. he be 
ood, or rather Goodneſs it {lf 
whoſe care does not pteſerve what 
Wis Power Created ? 0 

Now if you tell me its not only 
plain defect i in Power but a mark of 
Extream imbecility, not to.. finiſh 
hat's Zeguv, or to abandon a Work 
Pefore the deſign is compleated ; 
at it is a ſign. of Ignorance, not to 
now, and of weaknets not.to Reme- 
Wy our Wants, and give order to 
revent what may accidentially come 
Fo paſs; you will alſo confeſs tis a 
Wort of Crueliy to neglect what we 


ave made, and not preſerye as long 
1s we can, our own Productions; 
n Sow if all theſe Imperfections, and 


hofrcakneſs are TER Incompatible 
alt vith the Dezzy; and if God Acts not 
e In the World by the Wonders of 


c ſqheſe Divine attributes hoy ſhall Is 
a 
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to open our Eyes, and hearken ty 


cannot be ro Infinite, nor two In 


Earth; how the Earth returns her Va 
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be thought the £7 Cauſe, ſince other 
Cauſes, and Principles muſt neceſſati 
ly be Admitted, that have no depen 
dance at all upon him? No more i 
required of us to Anſwer all this buy 


he! 
ical 
; tar 


Jodi 


the firſt Motions of Reaſon, whic 
will ſoon convince us, that then 


dependant Beings, ſo its neceſlar 
there ſhould be ve only firſt Caul 
to give motion, and to Actuate a 
other Beings, which indifpenſably 
depend upon his Concurrence, an 
Commands. CNY 
Me may morcover Evince there 
a Providence, by the perfect Corr 
ſpondence which Palle between 2 
Creatures, and the perfect Union o 
ffinity which Chains them toge 
ther, and makes things of contrar 
Natures, mutually agree withoul 
any prejudice to either. For Exam 
ple, fee how the Heavens Commu 
nicate their Rains, and Dews to thi 


pours, as an Acknowlegment of wha 
is received; and how thoſe Exhalati 
ons converting into new humitidies, 
fall down again to refreſn and mou x 


he Earth. See how the Sun Commu- 
icates its Light to the Moon and 
Stars, and how the Stars Act upon our 
Bodies by their different Influence; 
How they Temper the Elements, how 
She Elements nourith the Plants, how 
he Winds ſerve to purify the Air, 
o move the Sea, and keep it from 
dtinking, as the Saltneſs preſerves it 
rom Corruption. View all the 
reatures one after another, and 
ou'll find them all tied together by 
ots of Reciprocal Coherency, 
hich is the ordinary means which 
od makes uſe of their Subſtance, 
nd mutual preſervation.” 
Fire, notwithſtanding its Heat, 
sin League with the Water; and 
Wc Air, tho' it be light mixeth with 
he Earth, and yet retains their Na- 
ve Quality ; which may be obſer- 
Fed in our own Bodies, as well as 
other Creatures ; whichcould nor 
e, if a Supreme and Intelligent cauſe 
ad not adjuſted them, and taken 
p all Quarrels and Antipathies a- 
Nong then. =” 
In the third place, the proof we 
ring for this Providence, 1s the or- 
er Eſtabliſhed in Nature, and which 


con- 
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continues to this Duy without an) 


her Death and Reſurrection? What 


| Vittues, and how far they contri 


ful Order they eternally obſerve, i 


of the Author, and Celebrate hi 
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Alterations What ſhall we ſay, of 
the Glorious Star that meaſures the 
Year, and of that inconſtant Lami 
ne, which counts the Months by 


ſhalt we ſpeak of the continual Vi. 
ciſſitude of Light and Darkneſs, that 
produce thoſe other of Latour and 
Reſp? Its the Aſtrotiomer's Province 
to Diſcourſe the Influence of thi 
Stats, who pretend to know thei 


bute to the regulating Seed - time an 
Harveſt, Winds and Navigation, and 
direct che Science of che Marrinet 
and Labourer; its enough for us 
thar to range chem all in the wonder l 

a great confirmation of che Truth 0l * 
what we have aſſerted. hy 

The Diverſity of times and Sea is 
ſons, which always obſerve an equ: 8 
Pace, declare the Excellent Condud wa 
the: 


Praiſes. The 8 pring he has endow 
with a Power for the Procreation 0 
Flowers, Summer to ripen Fruity 
and Harveſt and Autumn to retur 


the Intereſt of our Labours, and nl 
le 


ean 
ne! 
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eſs uſoſul is Winter; for the  repoſs. 
nd Comfort of Nature: 
Beſides, what Wiſdom is ſnewn 
Tempering Winter, and Summer 
vith Spring, and F als and that witli 
> much Art and Judgment. that e 
aſs infenfibly from the Heats of 
e one, to the Colds of the other, 
ithout feeling the Rigout of theſe” 
wo vaſt contrarietics]- Now as all 
eſe Ocourrences are inconteſtuble 
vidences of the Power, and Wiſ⸗ 
om of the great Contriver; ſo the 
erpetuity of the Order ſhews us, 
s the ſame hand that Preſeves and 
oveths them, ſince we ſee them 
ntinue'their Operations, without 
ſs or confufion, aſter ſo many A. 
8, which would ſoon have been 
anged if Fortune had been Gover- 
ſs of the World; for things of 
ance or Hazard, have no Train nor 
der, nor conſtancy;; ; they proceed 
metimes from one ſource, ſome- 
es from another; as you may ſee 
the caſt of a Dye, which ſeldom 
never falls twice together, upon 
e and the ſame Face; their ſueceſs 
uncertain and doubtful, they have 


Kule upon which one may fit a 
certain 
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certain Judgment; bur hon fee thet 


mount higher, even to the Author 
S Nature. For tho' I confeſs that 
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is nothing in the World more regu- 
lar, and certain, than the otder of 
Nature; the day is conſtantly fol. 
lowed by the Night, Summer Suc: 
ceeds the Spring, as the Spring does 
Winter, and Winter Autumn, and 
this without ever failing, not only 
in one Country or Climate, but ge. 
nerally in all the Regions of the U ch. 
niverſe; not at one time, or in on ch 
Age, but in all. Above 5000 
Years Men have ſeen this inviolabk 
courſe, which is an infallible proc 
that Chance is no way concernedin 
the diſpoſal, and conduct of Affairs 
nor is it any thing elſe but the Pre 
vidence of God, that governs all o. 
ther things, and Chance it ſelf 
which otherwiſe of it ſelf can do no- 
thing wiſely. ; «13.20 

Nor may we refer all theſe things 
to a neceſſity of Nature, but we mul 


ay and Night, Winter and Sum- 
mer, for Example, have their propet 
cauſes, from which they are produ- 
ced, after a Regular, and infallible 
manngr ; and as in a Clock, the wal 
en an 


a chine of the Wor 5 are 4 755 


4 i6 BE "_ bag: 
an ar m on oft and leads 
g 100 et 905 
8, as do to the Sk l 0 
rs "Who! has ne pu E. 
Artificially, and e: 
that the one nece 
— to rhe or in 
"cantiot ſo mach ik 50 
log fo. in this great 


change of Days z ights, as Well 
28 Seils, leads us thimediatefy to 
the Sun, and diſpoſition. bf the Ai, 
which being thus ordeted, tig im 
poſſible they ſhould Act fied 

10 they do. Vet the diſpofal of 
things Pale us gradually to 4 fux- 
ther fearcii, and faiſes our Mihdsto | 
contem plate the hand of d is 
Wiſe Uk all- intelligent Agent, char 
has Ordained, and' Eftabliſhied! this 
Ordet. Now as the” Wheels 555 


Watch, (be they as good and Atpng 


as can be imagin 9 TT continue 
their. regular motion,” have ſome- 
times need of the 1757 552 
— 5 of an intelligent Cauſe to pre- 

erſe them in their neceſſaty 

Sie in the equality o. 
Mor on; leaſt chli by ele 
E and 


—  — — — 2— — 


— - 


[50] 
and little, they ſlacken by their own 
"weight, and grow confuſed, and dif 
orderly in their Operations; ſo to 
"Keep the Order of Nature conſtant- 
1y.in the ſame courſe, tis neceſlary 
that the Providence of the ſame all 
n Workman, who from the 
beginning moved the Wheeles, and 
8 - fitted the Springs, ſhould maintain 
28 its conſtancy, neceſſary to the Pro- 
duction of ſuch beautiful Effects, 
otherwiſe twould be impoſſible, af 
ter ſo many Apes, that ſome inter- 
vening Accident, ſhould not inter- 
rupt and diſorder their motions; it 
behoves us then to give the Glory 
to God, and acknowledge that tis 
by his Almighty Care and Wiſdom, 
that all theſe things continue as they 
do, and that this Order eſtabliſh 
from the beginning of the World, 
does, and ſhall continue to the end 
VVV 
For a fourth reaſon, we may ſay, 
that the Eſtabliſnment of Empires 
and Republicks, the Conſervation. of 
T1 States, and the great and remark- 
able Revolutions that happen to them, 
_— are aſſured Marks and Signs of Pro- 
14 vidence. Firſt then, we lee Hs, the 
; | ame 
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SE HMO ok 
ſane Order, of Obeying and Com- 
manding which begun with the 
World, " ſtill continues inviolably, 
aud chat in all times, there have been, 
and ever will be, Soveraigns and 
Subjects. Nor are we only to con- 
ſider it thus in general, l ut by de- 
tail, in regard of the Forms of Go- 
vernment, which, for many Ages, 
have flouriſnied in ſeveral Nations; 
as the Monarchital among the 45. 
rians, the Egytians, &c. the Ariſfbera- 
tical in Veuice, which could not have 
ſubſiſted ſo long without a particu- 
lar Providence : For tho Prudence 
and Wiſdom, are two powerful ſup- 
ports of Authority and Command, 
yet wicked and ſeditious Incendia- 
JE ries: are every where ſo abſurd, that 
they would quickly render the Wiſ> 
dom and Moderation of the ableſt 
Miniſters unſucceſsful, and hurl Af - 
fairs into diſorder and confuſion, in 
deſpite of all the efforts of the gren- 
teſt Virtue, and moſt refined Poli- 
ticks, if they were not teſttain d by 
the care axe power of a Sectet, and 
divine Virtue, that blaſts their De- 
ſigns, and confounds their Craft and 
Malice. This Virtue appears more 
E legible, 


* 


1 "al 

legible,; when it, en Godto Mes 
acer 1 Hias of chingza ge 
oy MIR Thrones aud dri nals, 
and. ran jr the Crawns ang. Sp. 
ee inte the 


WU ken og 
God 8 Hand to over. 
. 10 1 — of thei Medes, 
— Empire from chem, and 
entail it :an the Nefflaus. 
In is but 50 Trg his Hiſtoty, a 
and von Will ſee che Gd of Barrels, Þ" 
and ing of Kings, preſide in all thoſe F'** 
Krün HRPIOUS and een Cala wy” 
iraphe's: 120191 0 FEST: of 
If ye ele View, of hav 
who Tore the, Empire from the 
Perſians; and Eſabülnd it among 
the fregts, who could believe that elt 
with Tugh, feeble and unaccouttable 
beginnings; ſo little Prudence and ns 
Gteumſpection, he ſhould have van 3 
quithed- ſo redoubted, and Powers * 
ful a Horarchy, without allowing 3 
_ the. W Conduct 0 8 0 


5 C 53 7 

4 bperkarual - hogan 
« Siger DO” HTS _—_ 
lie Ante may be ſaicd of the A. 
cient Roman, of Cing, amoils the 
Tarturv, Ns among che C51 
2 Mancakaphs, among the Berg- 
diane, and man) others, 
ir | Names only would be £60 dees 
5 to Rehoarſe, anck who youRE were 
more happy than Prudent, and all 
things ſucceeded above their Wiſhes; 
which cannot be attributed to their 
em or valour, only for ſometimes 
5 fee the moſt experienced and 
Coutagious Captains foiled by the 
good F ortune of Daring Voungſtet, 
d that defipns laid wee che grea- 
eſt Prudence, have- Vaiſfrd like 
moak, to the Confuſion of theit 
uthors ; whilſt Raſh and unpre- 
cdiated Stratagems have ſueceeded 
> Admiration; which cleatly” ma 
teſts, that there is a God, and 3 
rovidenee which diſpoſes and Go- 
ns all the Chances and Aceidents 
f our Lives. 
In the next place, we ſee chere 1S 
h"'Over-ruling Providence, becauſe 
often comes to paſs, that good 
Rec proceed from Male volent 

5 E 3 | Enter: 
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Engerprizes, and the ſafety and pre 
tures, are .* derived from Cau. 


and Ruin: Thus Houſes have bees 


: late King James's Conduct, which 


_ ouſly Creating. The Incomparabl 


ſtroke he recęivod, was declining on 


Saddle, by a blow of à Lance, whic 


[541 
ſervation 6f Men, and other Crea 


Ks which in Human probability were 
more likely to be their Deſolation 


faſtened by a Tottering Eartb- guale, 
and. à State preſervd from Ruin Pet 
and more firmly Eſtabliſhed by Se,. 
dious and Tumulryous Comme, ha\ 
tions; and on the contrary, the ve. We 
ry methods deſign d to advance at 
Intereſt, often proves the means to 
deſtroy it; as was notorious in the 


uſher d in our happy Revolution, and 
demoliſh'd the Babel he was ſtudi 


Princeſs Aune Comenes, tells us, it 
in her fine Alexiades, chat her Fa 
eher the Emperor Alexius, Who by4 


one ſide his Horſe, and ready to fa 
to the Ground, was replaced in hi 


he receivd on the other ſide from! 
Second Troop of the ſame Enemies 
Sp true it is, that thoſe, things which 
ſometimes appear contrary to ou 
good.in the intention do often * 


— 9 
for! 


© 
£ * 2 f 
# 


| bare to büf faſery in che Execution.” 


So a Greet Town ſaved the remainder 
of the Trojans; and a Man that run 
himſelf through the body with a 
Sword, was Cured of an Impoſtume 
which' would immediately have Kil- 
led him, if his Sword had not o- 
pened it. 2 Bk Hi 
And if quitting the Profaue, we 
have recourfe to Sacred Hiſtory, 
we ſhall find it crouded with ſuch 
Examples. Thus the Sin of Adam 
which ſeem'd to haye Eternally de- 
ſtroy'd the whole Race of Mankind, 
brought Salvation to the World, by 
the coming of Meffiah, and doubled 
the Bleſſings of God upon us ; and 
gave Divines opportunity to ſay, 
that we have gained more in Chrilt, 
than we loft in Adam. 5 
Thus the ſelling of Foſtph into 


Egypt, and the jealouſy that divided 


the Hearts of the Sons of Jacob, con- 


hi tributed to their preſervation in a 
iel grevious Famine. Thus the Riches 


and Proſperity of Job were the pro- 


6 curers of his great Suſferings : And 
„che Salvation of the Church, is the 


Effect of Chriſts Death, and Juda's 


Treaſon, which had never come to 
pM Eq paſs 


— 


infinite Wiidem and Goognelſs had; 
_ ng. fo Ordained ir, and made hurt: NaR 
fäl and miſchievious Caukesz! con»; tho 
ary £0.their own Intentions and 
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We might allo add to 
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op Knowle to the ends deſign» 


edby H 


thoſe we have already exhibited vir. fits a 
The Sence of aur gun Conſcieuces; for tis i 
we have no mare to do in order to Inc 
Conviction, than to hcarken to the 
faithful Voice, of this incorruptahle 
Wines, to. know there is a Cod, 
who by his Providence rules all the 

Afairs of che Univerſe, which pre 
ides over all the Events, of out 

e 1 W 1 Ives : 
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(87] 
Lives: Who Hees all our Actions 
and is a Protector of the Good, and 
2 Reævenger of the Exil frei this 
thought ariſe all the Sorf6@ws''that 
| Torment. Sinners, after the commiſ- 
ſio of their Crimes; that Settle he 
Tranquility of the Innocent, and 
diffuſes. ſuch an inward joy into 
their Souls, that the Vioſenèe and 
Injuſtice of mae cannot Raviſh 
from them. 9 Nau En z 
Ask the mod Obdurate Souls: and 
they that are the greateſt Enemies 
to God's Glory, Why, when they 
are plung d into Eminent danger, 
they lift up their Eyes to Heayen, 
and by a ſilentOratory, beg help from 
thence when they can hope for none 
from Men; for if there be a God, 
and this God concerns not Himſelf 
with what happens in this World, 
a. fits a folly to ſerve him if he fees not, 
tis in vain to pray to him if he hears 
ot, and loſt Labour to com * to 
um if he monde knows, nor ciaſtiſes 
njuſtice; tis ridiculous ro addrefs 
Jour ſelves to him, to preſerve our 
goods, and defend us om dangers, 
if he is inſenſible or tegardleſs of dur 
cries and Vows; and * N 
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fallzict wind, chat kom the high- 
eſt Heavens he governs Sea and Land, 


pr 
an 


: 10 
* "A 
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x 1 
1 4 1 ; 
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and all chat is therein, even the Ac- 
eidents, ad ſuoceſs of Nur where 
Fortune: ( as they call it) ſeems 
5 Dol toReignʒ but alaſs,thW's 


1 2rd Eye that ſees, and a Soul 


that directs to look upward, that can 
neither be blinded or corrupted. 


Von have ſeen the Reaſons that 
put us upon the deſign of proving a 
Divine . Providence, it remains (in 
Compliance with our promiſe) to 
make the ſame truth appear by the 
canfeſſion of the more rational Gen- 
tiles, who. notwithſtanding their 


blindneſs and errour, have taught 


knowledge a Deitx. 


They call God @ecy, or ITeproizs, 


God, or Providence, becauſe we can- 
not be aſſured of the one, without 
acknowledging; the other, for he 
that denies a Providence, is no leſs 
an Atheßſt, than he that denies the 
Godhead, This Doctrin has been 
owned, and taught almoſt every 


Where among the P agavs ; Hermes, 
Plato, Sinetius, Platinus, Hierocles, 
Ariftatle, Plutarch. Epictetus, and 


many 


— 2 


— 


q Jl 
many: other Authors, in their Wei: 
tings, "manifeſtly.deelare; that what 


Doctrine of the moſt Celebrated: 
Philofophet 


1. \ * N * V . 447 d 


"Tivinponſiſtentichkmy': time and 


Deſign; to turn over their Books 
Leaf by V Leaf, to cull out their Teſti- 
monies, for ſuch an Enterprize would 
be tedious and fruitleſs, ſince others 


have already been at that Trouble; 


above all 7 heogloret, in his fixth 


Book of the Mars of the Gentiles, 


as well as Daniel I. Manus in his 2 d. 


Chapter of Providence; it ſhall there- 
fore ſuffice, only to take the moſt 


Authentick and clear Paſſages of the 
moſt Learned amongſt them, from 
whence we may Judge of the reſt, 
as of the whole piece by che Pat 
tern. 


ſpeaks ſo clearly of Providence, that 
"would tempt one to think, he 


fetch't his praofs, and had his Know- 


ledge from 1acred Scripture, | 
How what he ſays in his Dialague - 
intituled, ö All Wiſe Men, 


1 


tie Ghriſkians: Teach in reference to 
God's Providence, agrees with the 
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The firſt we produce, is the re- pi infe. 
nowned Plato, who in divers places Philebus, 
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(ſys ö 
Honour in aſſetting there ir un intel; 
leftual: King of Hauen u Barth 
and after reafoning a while, con- 
dudes, 7hat there 75 in the World. 41 
inſfnite, aud Principle End, im that 
on nis reſts a cauſe wort gyuf. Tibnour, 
which has ailorned, and United the 

Tears; the: Months,” the Hours, and. . 


called Wiſdom: and Knowledge ; and %, 
in his Tenth Book, ze Jagibus, he, 


endeavours: 2d cure thaſe * 
gainſt Providence, . by repreſenting 
folly and madneſs of it, and 2 tro 
ſtaud more in uted of Helebote than 
Arguments. He that thinks, faith he, 
that there are Gods that haue no care 
of the things of this World, let him be 
Committed to thecare of ſome Ltarned' 
Phyſician, who, by. wholeſome Phi- 
Act, may reſtore his Crazy Head to a nag 
better temper, and by degrees make 
| hin fit for Human Society. ve 
And in the fame Book, ihe calls: N.“ 
God, Summum Bonum, Optimum Pro- 
videntifſimum, & omnis Boni Fontem. 4 
The chicfeſt Good, the beſt, the moſt n 
Provident, and che Fountain of all Ig 


Good. 
9 lud 


1 


N oching 


1 
„ er eee 
r er eee 
ſpeaki | to A ri godemus, "as Lemophe 
and Actions of chat Philoſopher: 
Thinks thou ( ſays he N nhat thy Eye can 
Aſcerm Oljocts at a'diftiuce; and that 
contemplate all things in an inſtaus, a 
that ti Soul can call tu Mind mu 
or ty peri e 
d among: fo many different ations, 
1 are * the Muriil z u’ the Divine 
Providence cannot tute care of hir 
reatuel, and Governiall the Parts of 
it Univerſe > Tmould Be a range al. 
urdiity #0 grand, and enough 0 make 
lan Degenerate into a Brute, but 10 
magine it. What has not Cicero ur- 
zed upon ſo Noble a Subject in his 
decond Book de Natura Deorum : 
He that profeſſeth the belief of a God, 
nuſt alſo acknowledge, that by his coun- 
the World is governed; for God is 
either. Tdle, nor Ignorant, nor weak,\. 
hat he cannot ſuſtain jo great a weight. 
und lower in the ſame Book, when 
aſoned upon this Subject, he con- 
ludes in thoſe words, 7 ſay 3 
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| PEI DivineProvidence bath Fon 
the beginning Forni d aud Eftabliſt t al 
things, ani t hat they at all times, G. 
vernerſ according, to bis Commands, as 
we ſhall —— ve by theſe rea. 
ſons; that having — there is 4 
God, we muſt alſo neceſſiatily con 
clude; that this God Guides, andi 
Governs all chings, and with. fo 
much Dexterit —_ Juſtice; -. that: 
whether they relate to Heaven or. 
Earth; they cannot but raiſe us ina. 
| exſtaſies of admiration. Mn IQ 
Nor does Seneca come ſhort of Cl 
eero, Who ( in the Tract that he De. 
dicates to his Kriend Lucillus, Touch 
ing the Government oſ the World,. 
ſays, He muſt not infer there is ll 
Providence, Lecauſe we often ſee good 
Aſen ander very difficult — 
nor that ſo great u work /as:the Mord d 
can ſulſſilt —— protection and G BY 
verument; not t hat the motion of thin 
Stars ure Caſual, but that all thing 
proceed from the Authority, and Vigi 
of an Eternal Laws. Afies which he 
confutes the errour of thoſe: chat op- 
poſe this Truth, with the ſame tea 47. 
ſon he has advanced, and which ” orla 
Dat {hall utterly over-throw in theatre 


74 91 | 
next Chapter. Galen, chat famous 
Ph ylician, who Liy d in the time of 
Gratian. the Emperor, altho a'Pagar, 
could not forbear an Eulogium of h 
Divine Providence; when in his third 
Zook, of the uſe of Humane Bodies, 
c fays, I make, Commentaries which 
may. ſerve for an Hymn. to the Glary of 
ur Creatour ; : and. Ibis Tt: take i £0. he. the 
true Worſbip which, we ought to pay 
lim ; "tis not available that we offer 
lim  Hecatombs of Buls, or that we 
n Perfumes and Precious Ointment, 
he bis. preſence ; but that we def. 
edge him gur feines, and make. known 
I 7 others, how great. his Wiſdom. aud 
ower.ts ; and ſbem them the Wonders of 
Pie Providence, aud the Riches . hzs. 
vdueſs, and mercy ;. of mhich tis im- 
ofible., to be Ignorant, without tg 
nd manifeſt Danger. 8 
But if we approach nearer; to out 
wn Age, we hall find that Plotinus 
cho on Theodoret Reports) liv'd: 
ander the Emperor Commodus, has 
Þlaced in the entrance of his e of 
opF$rovidence,” this Preface : | 
'Tis. apparently. manife oft to al. the 
well 91d, that to attribute to Fortune the 
e and Creation of the World, is 
40 


E aa 

20 penbuner our "Reaſons, and bidl FI 
to on tnomledge * wel as mien 
fuct the _ br, and allet un 


der/ſtanding,, may cdi pertetve, hi 
the World was . reduce "hi 


pur is order; by the Sole intention u 
Word ef God; which is ( you ſet) 
the —— and Doctrine of the R 
Va and Apoſttes: 'See” whail 
Mark" Anthony ſuys, certainly then Or 

are Gods which aal care of Human Fi | 
fairs; and they haut p 25 — own 
—— from the E 
vil which are truly ge in otheriffi 
We might alſo produce abundance oli: 
like — ns out of their Foes, af 
from Homer, Menagder, and Pandit 
which are repeated hy 7hebiboret 
we might alſo add the Teſtimonih 
ef Latin Poots, and above all of V 
gil and Ovid, who are very elear i 
this Matter; but it behoves' us * 
ther to haſten to proofs more cerrai 
and aſſured out of the Holy Scrit 
ture; for tho) What the Ein 
hive ſaid, is ſufleient to prove there i 
4 Providence, and that bd tules" yh 
World, as a Pilot in 4 Ship, or a Cen- 
ral in an Army; yet their Sentimeiht 
are © dot — — the infallibk 
aſſurance 


WC 


For as St. Bg tells us, 4 the 


Jes collect from the Writings of Philo- 
ll ſophers and Poets the never ſo fine, 


come no" nearer to that Truth we muſt 


Original. We muſt then have re. 
courſe to the Word of God, and his 


or as St. Auguſtin ſays, to obtuin the 
© Vinowledpe of Trath; Chriſtians bug bi 
ut" to = 2 ebves in a Toilſome 
eading wit pl together the- cons 
uſed Opinions of erhers, But on- 
ly [earch the Holy Scripture, and as Tas 
Mah preſcribes, addreſs our ſelves to 
ie Law, and to the Teſtimony, for there 
e Wr a better School than that of 
ature, and a bettet Maſter then 
umane Reaſon, even the Spirit of 
Pod, and the School of Grace; 


: here we may plainly diſcover this 
ruth; and where this Adoreable 


arvilous Providence ſhews it ſelf in 
$5 Native luſtre, and in irs whole 
imenſions. Reaſon and Nature 
F tho 


4 we have: foi rhe Dur | 
1 of Scripture. 7X. Ben 10 | 


Confirmations and authentic Sentences 


elegant and material in their kind, they . 
Bld our Faith on, then the Copy to the 


Divine Revelation, to arrive at an 
act, and lively Knowledge of it; 


* — — 
8 . 125 Ju - Aw —< - — * te. A 
my 5. 7 - 
1 8 
. : * * RP ne hat 
* - —— — ICT 2 — ws * 8 
. — 3 * * 1 * — — — N — * 
o * N ' 5 _ 9 p 


6 2 4 
. * * 7 I 2 0 N 2 
N ER BY "OA 
12 6 1 . 8 LR 4 __ 
> \ — — _ N 
r 
— — — 32 


by - 
* —— * 
5 
- * 


p . © 5 4 p * 1 r — - g 
v ů —ñññññ — 
— 1 — -—— M2 ST. apy." "HT: —— ETD 2 = - * 8 : = 

o5 s \ by _— * — 5 LES 


= 


— 

12 F 8 
* 
— — _ i 


=_ _— = _ a þ 
= MT; , — — $5 f i ory N . 
2 A $58 N 4 K 2 - * 
* b 
_ 1 IF" 
L N — % 2 2 I = — 


Ne 
I 
a hf 


. — = 


- 


bee : 
cha\theit; raſults rare not EY 
fied, yer they give us but an obſcui 3 
anch diffiult repreſentation of this - 
Truth; but the Spirit of God in the 
ſuue Mord: of Praphecy, ſets it Na. 
ketl before our Eyes, and ſhews it 
exactly in all its parts; not being 
content to ſay in general, that Gul 
22 all things by 2 powerful Mord 
that of him aud, by him are all thingi 
lat as he was before. all things, foal 
things ſubſiſt by him; tbat in is bis ty 
Live, move, and have. our being; b 
he advanceth farther, and takes in: 
other Creatures whatſoever, an 
ſhewsthar they alſo are preſerved an 
govern d by chis en _— Provi 
dense. 
And firſt of ſuch as are wholh 
Spiritual, or partly Spiritual, and 
partly Corporal. The firſt are An 
gels the ſecond; are Men. 
Of Angels he ſpeaks in Plal. 9 
11. For he ſhall give his. Angels — 
over thee to keep thee in all thy wat | 
Pſal. 104. 4. who:maketh: his Ange! 
Spirits, and his Menifters, a Hani 
mme 101 
And in many ether Places, with 
excepting the Wicked, or fallen Ange! 


n 
20 in Job. . 14. Kings. 1. 22. 21. 
r 
the che Humane Nature, but in parti- 
cular every individual Man; as 
appears in P/al. 36. 7. How Excellent 
is thy Loving Kindneſs, O Lord! there» 
fore the Children of Men put their 
Truſt under the ſhadow of thy Wings. 
Pal. 22.10. I was caft upon thee from 
the Womb, thou art my God, from 
my Mothers Belly. x Sam. 2. 6. The 
Lord Kifteth, and maketh alive, he 
bringeth dows to the Grave, and bring- 
eth up Dan. 2. 21. He changth the 
times and the Seaſons; he removeth 
Kings, and he ſetteth up Kings ; he giv- 
eth Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and knowledge 
to them that know Underſtanding ; | he 
revealeth the Deep and ſecret things, he 
knoweth what is in the Darkneſs,” and 
| the light dwelleth with him. Mat. 10. 
1 30. 7 he very hairs of your Head are all 
 mmbred. 1. Tim, 4. 10. For there- 
| fore we both labour and ſuffer reproach, 
becauſe we truſt in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of 
them that believe. Thirdly, 


| 


wh All 


6 e ; 
cha heit reſuſts are not to be de. 
ſpis d, yet they give us but an obſcure 
and\difficult/ repreſentation of this 
Truth bur. the Spirit of God in the 
ſure Mord of — ſets it Na. 
ked before our Eyes, and ſfews it 
exactly in all its parts; not being 

ontent to ſay in general, that Gul 
Mae, all things by 2 power ful -PKord, 
that of bim aud by him are all things: 
lat as he was before: all things, ſo al 
things ful ſiſt by him; that: is him wu 
Live, move, and have our being; b 
he advanceth farther, and takes in: 
other Creatures whatſoever, an 
ſhewsthar they alſo are preſerved an 
govern d by chis When — Provi 
w 
« And. firſt of FE as are e 
Spiritual, or partly Spiritual, anc 
partly Corporal. The firſt are An 
gels the ſecond; are Men. 

Of Angels he ſpeaks in Plal. 9 
11. For he ſhall give his Angels ad 
over thee to keep thee in all thy man 
Pſal. 104. 4. who:maketh- his Angel 
Spirits, and his, Miniſters, a 2 
Fire. t ds aucli 

And in many other places, with | 
excepting the Wicked, or fallen Ange! 


I 
25 in Job. . 14. Kings. 1.22, 21. 
At. B. 32. Scr 
_- Of Men, not only in General, all 
che Humane Nature, but in parti- 
cular every individual Man; as 
appears in Fal. 36. 7. How Excellent 
is thy Loving Kindneſs, O Lord! there» 
fore the Children of Men put their 
Truſt under the ſhadow of thy Wings. 
Pal. 22.10. J was caſt upon thee from 
the Womb, thou art my God, from 
my Mothers Belly. 1 Sam. 2. 6. The 
Lord Kifteth, and maketh alive, he 
bringeth down to the Grave, and bring- 
eth up Dan. 2. 21. He changth the 
times and the Seaſons; he removeth 
Kings, and he ſetteth up Kings ; he giv- 
eth Widen to the Wiſe, and knowledge 
to them that know Underſtanding ; he 
revealeth the Deep and ſecret things, he 
knoweth what is in the Darkneſs, and 
the light dwelleth with him. Mat. 10. 
30. The very hairs of your Head are al 
numbred. 1. Tim. 4. 10. For there- 
fore we both labour and ſuffer reproach, 
becauſe we truſt in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of 
them that believe. Thirdly, 
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All Actions borh good and had, 


are ranged under the ſame order; 


as to the good you read, 2 Cor. 3. 5. 


Nor that we are ſufficient of our ſelves 


zo, think "any thing as of our ſelves, 
but our ſufficiency is of God, Phil. 
2. 13. It is God that worketh in us, 
both to will, and to do. James 1. 17. 


Every good gift and every perfect giving 


is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father o lights. Of evil Actions it 
is ſaid, that 2 are either permits 
ted or prevented, by the hand of 


Providence, Gen. 45. 8. Joſeph tells 


his Brethren, ſo now it was - not you 
that ſent me hither but Cod. Exod. 
4. 21. The Lord commands Moſes, 
when thou ſhalt return into the Land 
Egypt, ſee thou ao all theſe Wonders 
efore Pharoah, which 7 have put into 
thy Hand, but I will harden his heart, 
that he ſhall not let the People go, 1 
Sam. 16. 15. It is there ſaid, that 
an Evil Spirit from God, troubled Saul, 
and the barbarous Ujage of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, Acts. 2. 23. was according to 
the purpoſe off Cod. Him bing de- 
livered by the determinate Councel 
and Foreknow/edge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 


cified 


* 


we ep 


1% 


: 
wh, 


ed andSlain. 2 Theſl. 2. 11. And 
er this cauſe, God ſhall give them up. 
to ſtrong deluſions to heli ve a ly. 
See it alſo in regard of neceſſary 
Events. Pſal. 104. 13. He water: 
eth the Hills from the Chambers; the 
E is fatiched with the Fruit of 
«i ts Hoſes, 2.23. ond it 
Hall come to paſs in that day Iwill hear, 
* Wl ſaith the Lord, 7 will hear the Hea- 
vers, and. they (ball hear the Earth, 
. Alſo Actions, and contingent 
Events are at God's diſpoſal, Exod. 
21. Tz. And if a Mau lie not . 
i er him. te bit Bare, 


they T will appoint him a place whether 


be ſha, Flee, Deus. 19. 5. where, if 
a Man Kill his Neighbour by acci- 
dent, proviſion is made for his ſafes. 
ty. And inthe Revolutions of mighty 
Kingdoms. J Thus faith 97 he Lor dy Ezek. 20. 26 
Remove the Diadem aud take off the 27. 
Crown, this ſhall not be the ſame 5 Ex- 
l % him that. is Low, and abaſe him 
ed that is High; I will overturn, over- 
. ee overtury it, until he come, whoſe 
„ Bight it is, and Iwill give it him. 
See alſo voluntary Actions, Exq- 
dus. 25. ſ. ver. So now it was not you 
by that ſent me hither ; but God. and he 
4 F3 hath 


* 


— 


hath made me a Father to Pharoah, 
4% Lord of all bis Houſe, and a Ruler 
throughout all be. Land of Egypt, Jer. 


10. 23. C Lord, I know the way, of 
Man is not in bimſelf, it is noi in 
Man that Walketh to direct his Steps. 
That the Providence of God does 
abſolutely Preſetve, and Gern all 


other Creatures, appears from the 
diviſion we make of them, calling 
them Annimate, or Inanimate. 
That creatures endued with a Sen- 
ſitive Soul, as the Beaſts, ot a vege- 
tative, as the Plants; that the for-. 
mer depend on Providence, we may 
have aſſurance from the following 
paſſages, whether they are Beaſts, 
or Birds, as you may read, through 
the whole zoth Chap. of Job. and R 
che 104 Pfal. For the Terreſtial | ** 
Animals, ee Cen, 1. 30 and Pl} | 
104. 147. 9. for rhe Fiſhes, Jos, 

. Mat. 17. 27, for what concerns 

the Plants, which are provided of all _ 
Vegetative Soul,” we may ſee by the 
following Scriprures, that they are] 
all ranged under the ſame Order,, 
Fal. Trog. 16. Mat. 6. 28. 1. G 
e OUS G0» 
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kes 1 | 
Now if we paſs further tothe Dit- 
oolition of Creatures, we ſhall find, 
that the inanimate, Ire either C- 
leſtial, or Sublanary. The firſt, are 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars. Joſe 10. 
13. P/al. 114. 19. Jer. 31. 35. The 
Sublunary, are either Simple, or 
Coipband; the firſt, as the Elements, 
are fubject under the 3 
26 we are Taught from Jb. 38. ro. 
P/al., 204», Mat. 8, 27. The . 
are either imperfectly Fg 25 
cors, Which are alfo Subplires to 
the Divine Providence. 1 Sam. 7. 9. 
fal. 18. 13. Hell. 4. 17. or, Per- 
fectly mixed, as the Minerals, the 
Mettals, the Stones, Pſal. 11. 6. 
Exel. 16. 17. Joel. 3. 5. Hag. 2. 


N. 


8. which are all under the fame 
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noe, that deny it either molly, 
or in part; what Neaſons they 
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'E read in 7 ourth of le. 
mia, that the Artificers 
which rebuilt” the Wills of Jeruſalens 
defended themſelves with one Hand, 
and worked with the other; in the 
one Hand, they held à Sword, and 
in the other 2 Trowel, being obliged 
to Act with this induſtry, and Cir- 
cumſpection, to counter-Plot the 
machinations of their Enemies, who 
impatient to ſee thoſe Walls rebuilt, 
which they had ſome time ruin d, 
were reſolved to oppoſe the Work, 
and croſs the faithful Jews in the 
Execution of their Enterprize. 


ſame Care and vigilance is required 
E of 


The 


pbſcu! 
al'R 
|, W. 
ers G 
Defern 
o fin 
able 
Mild 
he E 
ho V 
Inguil 
aſe 11 
n Eſt 
red J 
hildr 
ves 1 
nd if 
eir 
on, 


| 2 


of all that 2 In che Edification! 
of the Church of God, Who 1705 
to raiſe and ate ge Hh Chriſtian® 
Religion, 'an © 
. — underſtood; ag 
y all Men; — being 
ways jealous of” its = and Fe- 
city, cannot endure the Light of 
Truth Thould fine” in the World; 
nd therefore attempt What e 1e 18 
offible to efflace dee Tull uc 
bſcure' the brightnels of its Cizſeſe 
al Rays; this obligerh the Faith - 
who are concerned for their Maſe 
ers Glory, and his maintenance and: 
efence of the Ohtiſtian Religion, 
o find themſelves under the mevi- | 
able neceſſity of Hurring as they 
1d; to Fruſtrate on the one ſide 
he Efforts of thoſe Sons of Belial, 
ho would utterlyFuj preſs, and ex- 
inguiſn it, and on the other fide, to 
iſe inte as high,” and Honourable 
n Eſteem,” as is poſſible, all the Sa- 
red Truths of Ohriſtianity; for if 
hildren ought to intereſt them- 
ves in the Honour of their patents, 
nd if Faithful Servants cannot endu ure 
cir Maſters Honour and Reputa· 
on, ſhould ſuffer any n BZ 
Hhowẽ / 


En 


"Lg: 


ach more ſhould we that are 
üldren of our Heavenly Father, 
F of the Supræam Lord 
of all. thj y.,cngage:onfl,, : 
this bebalf, an with all our United Af 
Powers, maintain, the Glory7 of his vin 
great Name, if e would net ap BY 
r before che Throne of his Maje 4 85 

5 5 nder the Character and Sen, ad 
tencg o — Childres,- Wo vere 
NY 1 Servants... tic OJ 21a Dem 
[SERIES invite us i, "chi 450 

butec 


lute! 
conf; 
thin; 


| choſe 
; 24a aiſes the V 


ta as 
ver f 
Mo. 


1 Na ee h 
Reality of the ae eee OC 
mult, now Face. out Enemies whi ry 5 
War. againſt it, repel their fierce AI. lo. Gy 
faults, and by anfweringi their Ar chat 
guments render this great OM in of * 
conteſtible. 5 * 

The firſt Enemies chat appear i 
the field againſt us, are thoſe inſen 
5 and Wicked. Men, Who, 5 


ſ 


1281 
utely impugn the Providence of God, 
rf confidently maintain there is no ſuch 
thing in the World, and that Go 
20 way concerns himſelf with the 
«Ke 9 of this lower Orb; but ha» 


ng created it, abadoned the whole 
ie conduct of Fortune, living elſe- 
| i BANE: in a profound ſecuriſy, caſe 
and ſoftneſs. Such in times paſt 
d were  Angxagoras 8. Protagoras, Miles, 
Y Democritus, Clazonienes, Epicurus, ; and 
other of the Stoicts, who. attri-. 
ebuted Whatſocver Was, 1 ranſacted 1 in 
the World to Deſtiny, and a conca- 
ination of Cauſes link d together, 
"Fwhich made all things to ſucceed by 
Aveceſſity; ſubjecting even God him- 
elf ro the „ of Fatality, fo thar 
ewas impoſſible for him © preſide, 
over it. Leſs Criminal were they, 
who "Taught that God was concern- 
Med with great things, but ſlighted 
The leſſer, as unworthy the care of 
lo Great. and Glorious a Majeſty; 
char tis true he x Faaker the Courſe 
of the Stars, Govern d Empi n. 
5 and, in ſhort, Ruled the more 
* Fpoctanr and Majeſtic Occurrences of 
0 the Univerſe, but that he minded 
c not the. more abject Creatures, as 
l  Inſetts, 
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1 | | 
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Plutarch in 


dy would be true to ſuoh Principles. 
eſſen his Happineſs, if he were ta- 


en up with the Care and Govern- 
L nent of che World. This alſo was 
um's Opinion“, Who faith, it ib a +pyny. Ad. 2. 


ockery to concluue, that he who is 4. Hift. Nes. 
ove all, and Soveraign of the World, 


? ould- intereſh himſelf in Humane 

f. fairs, as if he could, without of- 1 

y rring Injury to his own Honoun >; 
Employ himſelf in ſo Melancholy a 5 

oil, and compoſed of ſuch variety 

f bulineſs. "Tis from the ſame 

5 chool, that thoſe Words cf Seneca ** Sen. in fi 


re derived. Fortune directs the Af- Hei. 
airs of Men without Order or Reaſon ; 


is £7 favours are diſtributed by a Blind 


hand, and ſhe commonly protects the 
. 975 ſor 7 of F eople. 16 Cicero alſo Dif: * Lib. rt. de 
ourſes at the ſame Rate, and Intro: Nat. Deor. 

lucing a Senator of Rome, (who de- 8 
ended Epicurus, ) Speaks after this 
nanner. Thou wert wont to ask 
ne, Balbus, what is the Employ- 
bent, and Life of the Gods; know 
hen, There is nothing more happy ; 
t is impoſſible to conceive any that a- 


f ound with ſuch Advanteges and Di- 
| lights 


«7 was | 
. Ae. : 


lights, as they" enjoy tontion 
integer der by Mia with 


Pleaſure; this is the —— 1 
ve is truly happy, whereas" CA j 
| always in Action and Labour. 
of People make an appearance 


day him; for it is not ro believe 


without pain, and that by it, the 


[98] - 


— «i Hs wd; 


he: andertakes un Mt, e 
Hertue and his Wi ab, "bb 


e 0 
he ſhall Liue 3 | 


Hence you ſee, how that fort 


Believiſig a God, but in effect d 


God; to Limn him out after ſut 
a manner as they do. TJalen 
that 7hem/tocles ſometime called 7] 
Grave of a Living Man, is in com 
tible with the Divinity; and th 
which led them into this | cone: 
was, they thought it was with God 
as with Men, who cannot Labou 


were reduced to Wearineſs a 
Weakneſs. They thought Hapyi 
neſs was an utter Enemy to Labo 
and Action, not conſidering that Ge 
to be truly God, muſt be 7finil 
and 4/mighty ; and therefore 
ſtrength can never be abated, 
his Vigour exhauſted. His 
Cas the *— lays) is never fon 


Hel 


(7 


ned; for as 

ſtruments, ſo he Ads: 

bour, as you will eaſily conceve, 
when you remember tha Weariheſs 
Jof the moving Faculty, or becauſe 
the Spirits are exhauſted by too great 
application, OT laſtly, from a De. 


: 


Ji che Nervs; which the moſt Tp- 
norant of Mankind will never ap- 
pl 
his perfections, and who Acts with- 
only by the Authority of his own 
Wonk 192 e e 
Their other Principle is no leſs 
abſur d, in imagining, that he that 
Alls and Works, cannot be happy. 
Now to expoſe this fond opinion, 
and ſhew its abſurdity, you are alſo 
to conſider, that Operations are but 
the Conſequences of Being, and 
i chat we cannot ceaſe to act, but we 
ji muſt ceaſe to Live and ſubſiſt, and 
nalif God who is the Fountain of all 
Beings, and the moſt perfect of all 
Acts, ſhould forbear, he would _ 

| e 


* 


I 2 


pravation of our Members and Or- 
gans, when the Spirits are congealed 


y to God, who is inſinite in all 
out the aſſiſtance of any Inſtrument, 
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his; Works, and the exerciſe of his 


to ſet ve him, and to fly in the Ex- 
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Which raiſethſ Hortrour but to im- we 
Agiago? II 83. Ilir 0 28 100 * 
Nax, I. chink-4r no preſumption 
to pages Sarwar Bs ſay that God 
rakes Pleaſure and Satisfaction in 


Virtues, 48 of his Pbwer, Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, which make up à great 
part of his Felicity and Glory. On 
the other ſide there is none bu 
grant, that the Angels in Heaven, 
and the Souls of the Bleſſed, enjoy 
in thoſe regions of Bliſs, an uncons 
ceivable Felicity; and yet the 
Scripture repreſents: them to us as 
always in Action; whether it be in 
praiſes, or in Contemplation ef the 
Face of God; and above all, the 

Angels which are always Prompt 


ecution of his Commands, are 4 
Viſible proof, that Pleafure' and] 
Action, Happineſs and Exerciſe, are 
not incomparible; but that one be- 
gets the other, and the performance 
of them is conformable to the Dig- 
nity of his Nature, and is a perfect 


Pleaſure and Satisfaction. h 
In 


sf In» the foregoing Chapter, we 
l. we have ſhown it Impoſſible that 
Fortune ſhould be the Governeſs of 
the World, and that the Univerſe 
ſhould follow her blind Conduct; but 
that it muſt neceſſarily be the hand 
of God that Directs all things, that 
ſuſtains them by his Power, and 
diſpoſes them by his Wiſdom, and 
now let us take a view of the Rea- 
lons made uſe of by our Adyerſa- 
ties ſo ſupport their Errours. _ 
In the firſt Place, they ſay, That 
if it were true that Almighty God 
took care of all his Works, and thar 
he preſided over all the Events of 
ife, then we ſhould not ſee ſo 
many and great Diſorders in the 
nel Vorld; but the Good would be al- 
ways Happy and Proſperous, and 
he Wicked always wretched and 
4 Puiſcrable ; whereas, on the contrary 
e ſee the Vertuous, are moſt un- 
happy, and under continual perſe- 
ution, Whilſt the moſt Vicious and 
Obſtinate Criminals flouriſh in proſ- 
derity and Glory. Thus Becilius 
& Fometimes ſpake, if the World was 
overn d. by Providence, and the 
'ower.,of ſfome God, Phalaris had 
5 never 
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[82] 
never been a King, Dyoniſſus i 
Tyrant, had never Mounted the 
the Throne, nor Rutilius and Camil. 
lis been Baniſhed, nor Socrates had 
never been forced to ſwallow Poiſon, 
Behold the Trees Laden with Fruit, 
your Harveſt, and Vintages at 
ready and in an Inſtant, all are con 
ſumed by Rains, or deſtroyed'by 
Tempeſt ; ſurely either the truth i 
deeply concealed, or the Springs « 


this Providence utterly unknown} NM 
or which is more likely to be true th 
it's Chance which domineres withou to 
without Law or Reaſon. pb 

But he muſt be very br tha Ge 
knows not that the conſequence i Li 
gtoſsly miſtaken; for it would by an 
true if we were perfectly juſt, an to 


our Lives were without Spots d exf 
Blemiſhes, but ſince we are all guilt by 
tho' in different degrees, and tha Exc 
for our Sins we deſerve greater Evi Ag 
than we can ſuffer in this World. I rate 


it ſo much to be Admired if Go viti 

Chaſtiſes us, tho we ſeem le wh 

Criminal then any others, who a Ms 
© 


not expoſed to ſo much ſorrow an | 

' ſuffering 2 Some Semblance of Trutff Tar 

mighr have appeared in their Re ed a 
{oniny 


Fr * 
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ſoning, if God had not reſerved an 
appointed time to recompence the 3 
8 Virtuous, and to puniſh the Rebeli- 
ad ous, bur ſince there is another World 
n approaching, where Virtue ſhall find 
tf its tewards, and Vice its Chaſtiſe- 

ments,why ſhould we oblige ourGod 
to haſten his Judgement, and leave 
at our Pleaſures this Terrible Day, 
which he has appointed for judging 
his Creatures, and diſplaying every 
MansWork in publick View, whether 
they have been Good or Evil. Bur 
to anſwer this objection of the Pro- 
phane more directly, we ſay, that 
God often permits the Wicked to 
Live and proſper, that his Patience 
and forbearance might invite them 
to a Serious Repentance, (which is 5 
exprefly obſerved by St. Paul) * or lem 2. 14. 
by this means to render them in- 
excuſable at the day of Judgement. 

Again, The Providence of God tole- 

rates, and ſupports the Wicked and 

vitious, as ſo many Scourges, by 

which he chaſtiſes his People as Atti 

lus King of the Hunns made himſelf 

be called. This is what Salvzan , 
Taught us when he ſaid, the Wick- , 59%: 4 70. 
ed are permitted to Live, eicher for 
G 2 their 
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their own correction, or to exerciſe 


the good by their Malice; to the ſame 
purpoſe ſpeaks St. Auſtin on Pal. 


37. God (ſays he) permits the Wick- 


ed to Live, as the Magiſtrate per- 
mits theHangman. If they perſevere 


in doing Evil, they may ſee the 
Juſtice of God will make them a ri- 
gorous, and juſt example of Venge- 


ance and puniſhment. This is alſo 
what Plato owned in his Book, in- 


tuled, 7he Vengeance of the Gods ; fo 
that it ſeems all the good they have 
had with their enjoyments, have 
been but ſo many preparatives for 
their Puniſhment : They have only 
been exalted, that their fall might 


be the greater. Theſe are the Beaſts 


fitted for Slaughter, and the Victims 
Crowned for Sacrifice. Fob. alſo. 21. 
7. Why do the Wicked Live, and be- 
come Old, yea, they are mighty in Pows 
er,their ſeed is eftabliſh'd in their fight, 
and theOffspring before their Eyes, iheir 
Houſes are ſate from fear, neither is 
the Rod of God upon them: their Bull 
gendereth, ond faileth not; their Cow 
Calveth, and 'cafteth not her Calf," they 


ſend forth their little ones like a Flock, 


aud their Children Dance, &c. And 


there- 


9a © 


FTW Ang ſay to God, depart from 
4s, we. 19 not the knowledge of thy 
ways; what is the Almighty that we 
ſhould ſerve him ? And what profit 
ſhall we have if we Pray unto him : But 
God ſhall diſtribute ſorrows in his An- 
ger, they ſhall be as Stubble before the 
Wind, and as Chaff that the Storm 
carrieth away. God layeth up his iniquity 
for his Children, he rewardeth him, and 
he ſhall know it : His Eyes ſhall [ce 
his Deſtruction, and he ſhall drink of 
the Wrath of the Almighty, for the 
Wicked are reſer ved 4 the day of Deſ- 
truction; they ſball be brought 15 th at 
the da y of Wrath. . 

The Royal prophet ſay s the ſame 
thing, Pal. 73. 3. 7 was Envious 


at the Proſperity of the Wicked, for 


there are no Bands in their Death, but 
their ſtrength is firm, they are not in 
trouble as other Men, neither are they 
Plagued like other Falls; Pride compaſ- 
5 7 them as a Chain, and Violence 
covereth them as a Garment, their Eyes 


ſtand out with Fatneſs, they have more 
then Heart could wiſh ; they ſet their 
Mouth againſt Heaven, they fay how 
doth. God know, and is their Hnomledge 


in the moſt High? Theſe are ihe un- 
G 3 0 


7 44 % _ - 
* 


r . T 
LT — ww, «og —_— W 


„ ' x . ary F 2 1 0 > \ 
£ =_— . 1 e — p ** 2 — . 
N . — * - * . U _ * 
To - / — 1 0 * 5 2 b — y 5 - 
| c wm — W = N > " 
. : —— - a — hs 
= — . 9 . STO 9, — — nung CE NE CE CEE III_—Cg — > wee ͤ—ů— — 8 0 \ 
_= —— _ — th mar — * 10 — — 
9 " " : * 6 i a , N ; 
TP e 1 * . 1 F K * * g 3 a 
- - + — . 
F ” % \ * _ - _ * * 
1 — - 4 
* 
- 4 „ 
' * a ; * 
„ . - - 
n \ * 
. 
1 > 
: | 


' know this, it was too painful for me, 


ſet them in ſlippery places, "thou caſteſt 


o, 0 Lord, when thou awakeſ? thou halt 


ſay, that the pleaſures in which rhe 


e 69 
angodly that Proſper in the World, that 
increaſe in Riches. When T thought to 


until I went into the Sanctuary of G of 
then underſtood [ their end; thou didf 


them down into Deſtrudtion, how are hi 
they brought into deſolation in a M. 
ment? they are utterly Conſumed with W. 
Terrors, as a Dream when one awaketh, 


deſpiſe ets Tmage. 
To put a Period to this, we may 


Wicked ſolace themſelves are no real w 
Satisfactions, bur are attended with his 


more bitterneſs then Sweatneſs, they far 


are like a watch whoſe outſide ſeems] wa 
quiet and ſtill, bur within is filled der 
with motions, and wheelings, theic| Li 


conſciences convert thoſe - ſeeming * 
Felicities into Torments, and thoſe A 
n 


ſeeming goods are in truth, but real 10 
Evils, for unerring Scripture aſſures 110 
us, * there is no Peace to the Mict. Ul 


ed, thoſe remorſes, and bitter appre- os. 
henſions, which heir Sins raiſe in wan 
their Souls, diſturb all the content, ni 


which otherwiſe they might take it 
the midſt of their Wealth, and Hon 'Þ 
| ours 


Fa 


1 
Honours. Such was Belſbaxrar, in his 
Feaſts and Banquets, and ſuch was 
Judas with his Thirty Pieces of Sil- 
ver, and ſq. was Herod, flatter d and 
jj {| applauded by the Jews ; and at the 
jj | ame. time, gnawn; to Death und 
re his Purple by Lice and Vermin. 
fv. | Prophane Hiſtory: preſents us alſo | 
th wich the ſame Truth, under the ex- 
þ, ample of Alexander the Tyrant of 
1 Pheres,, who in the Higheſt pitch of 
all his Glory, and Grandure, is ſeiz- 
ed with ſuch a fear, that he pulled 
up a draw-Bridge to cover him, 
whilſt he lay with his Concubine in 
his higheſt Chambers. So alſo it 
fared with Dioniſius of Cicily, who 
was:ſomerime Shaved by his Daugh- 
ter, when he durſt not hazard his 
ir Life under the hands of his Barber, 
and at length, ſuſpecting her alſo 


ſearch'd his Wife, leaſt ſhe ſhould 
hide a Ponyard, or Knife, and con- 
vey it into his Breaſt when he was 


al {{eping; for the wicked, as they fore- 
| ee Puniſhments are due to their 
n Crimes, ſo the continual fears they are 
i. mates chem perlt in imaginary 


VV Tires. 


* he ſinged of his Beard with Fire. is de. off. 
Another as oft as he went to Bed, © *: P-*65. 


[88] 
Fires, Their inward a apprehonſiori 
and dread of deſerved Bangers, are 
like Thunder-bolts/ that Wound the 
Body without deſtroying it; or Jike 
the phurous Mountains, Which 
T9 Mandl and are nevet extin. 

tinguiſhed, wllieh renders them more 

mifetable then thoſe which are Op- 
Preſſecd under the exereils of thei 

'Tytanny. * 55 31 7 
As xhen the good which cho wick» 
ed enjoy in this Life is only 0 in 
appearance, ſo the Evil Which At- 
tacks the good, and Faithful, harh 
only the outſide of Evil, not, the 
real Effects of it, for they are all on- 
Ty Tryals, by which God-exerciſerh 
their "Paricnee;2ahd: other 'vetrucs, 
it being the peculiar property of nd 
Afflictions to fortify the minds of Ne C 
Virtuous Men, and to Cloach them 
with Patience, and Humility. In the 
School of Pefſecution we learn the 
beſt things; for all kinds of Virtue, 
are better Learned in adverſity then 
in Proſperity, and as the Powers of 
the Body, are Hitt, unactive and be- 
numb'd without exerciſe, ſo.our Spi- 
rits arc clouded, and overcharged 
with grots humouts, if 12 5 are not 
 $. SY; . ' In 


5 


dy » 


2 5 Ji 
i comigual Action, and ha ve not at 
something both to fear and 
t. Norhing is of more com- 
mor Obſervation and daily experi· 
ence; then that Proſperity beſots and 
blinds us, and adverſity quickens and 
Iaſtructs us; for as the wiſe Mon- 
arch ſays, The Baſe of the Simple 
all” Slay him, and ibe Proſperity: of 
Fools ſball be their Beutlin, 3 
diſcipline Corrects, and amendsall 
n Neglects and Deviations. Idleneſs 
does us more injury then Labour; 
and the World is ſenſible that tiſe 
aſe. and Voluptuouſneſs of Capua, 
* — more to the Ruine of Hauni- 
as Army then the Swords of the 
mans, This Cyrus was aware of, 
and therefore to puniſn the Clardes, 
of ſhe Commanded them to ſpend their 
m time in Plays and Pleaſures. A Ship 
ie s often caſt away by having the 
ic Mind too favourable; fo too much 
e, aſe, and ſurfeiting of on our enjoy- 
n nents; firſt lulls us into a Sleepy 
of oftneſs, and at length caſts us into 
„Fatal Lethargy. God therefore 
1 knowing our frail Conſtitutions, and 
d ow prone we are to affect a ſtup id 


oi Fglghce, and. Idlenels, | _ 
in ee e 


avi be- our utter 2 wa 
kens us from time to time by the 
ſtroaks of his Diſcipline, and make; 
us think of him, who by the gentle 
Methods recalls | us from our Wan 
drings, and confines us to our Duty, 
Oceatos quos culpa claufit, pena: aper. 
Correction opens our Eyes to ſee the 
danger of our Courſes, when Sin waul( 
have led us blindful to Deſtruction. 
Afflictions to the Godly, are like 
Ge Cathartick, Medicines, * 
to the Palat, but wholeſome in 
Operation. Tis true, they bk 
violent Concuſſions, they debilitat 
and diſturb Nature; 104 they; 
conſume our offending Humoun 
and purge our Hearts 20 Co 
ces from Dead Works, to ſerve 'd 
Living God: And tho' we ſind nd 
the Mae: Effects of the Preſcrip 
tion all on a ſudden, but on tht 
contrary, nothing but what is fur 
prizing, nothing but what is difficu 

and ſorrowful, yet in the end if}; 
proves agrecable, and the Iſſue i 

pleafant and profitable; for, as & 


Paul ſays, No Chaſtiſement for ti, 

preſent jeems joyous, but grievous, 

verthelejs afterward it yeildeth i and 
peaceal 


3 g % 


N 
eaceable Fruits vf Roxbreoufueſ®hs 
them who are exerciſed with them. 
Being afflicted, is no Argument of 
Gods Diſpleaſure, but on thecontraty, 
Token of hisKindnefs ; for whom th: 
Lord loveth he Chaſtieth, God intends 
chem for our Trial and Probation. We 
de ay, we are Faithful and obedient to 
ui the Will of God, and Afflictions 
NE ſoon prove whether we are ſo or no; 
IE for as the courage of Soldiers conſiſts 
not in having read of Battels,Camps, 
or Sieges, or having ſeen them in 
painting, but having been actually 
ingaged in Service; ſo our Fidelity 
towards God, our Patience, and con- 
ſtancy, are never fo well ſhown as in 
Affliction and under ſufferings; like 
FT Stars, which never ſhine ſo illuſtri- 
M ouſly, or exert their Fire more live- 
"yy than in a dark Night. God makes + 
YH uſe of Afflictions to prove us, as 
| Goldſmiths * 00 UE | Fire to cry cheEir*5c;1;cer u: Ful. 
JGold; ſince then tis apparent, that vm Spector 
d the Evils, Croſſes or Troubles, that g 1 
od Viſits us with, are not only / dur ef in- 
1 Serviceable in making us better, bur“ * 
A more Eſteemable, and Celebrated 
Chriſtians; ſince our Faith, Patience 
and Courage is thereby diſcovered 
FR | to 


Cap. 23. 


Heb. 12. 7. 


be whom the. Father Chaſteneth not; 


7: 


re 
* 5 + 


r 1921 | 
tolde more firm, and dureable, it 


may be advanced with the greateſt 


- 
* 
, 


certainly; that as good things to 


the Wicked are Evil, ſo Evil things 
ro, the Godly are good things, and 
we may anſwer the Objections. of 
che Prophane, with the ſaying. of 
Lactantius; | that God nor only 


permits the Wicked to live in ap- 


parent impunity, but alſo to Solace 
themſelves in the boſom of Volup. 


Soft. Lib. 5. tuouſneſs and Luxury q Fe tis be 
cauſe he does not, think them, Wor: 
thy of Correction. And therefore 


God gives not Temporal Felicities, 
Riches and pleaſures to good Men, 
leaſt the ungodly might imagine that 


God hires them to ſerve him; for 
you know, the. Devil could ſay, 


does Job ſerve: God for Nought 2. and 
again, if God does not take away 
from the Wicked their preſent enjoy- 


ments, tis only becauſe they ſhouldſ 
not think that this was all the pu- 


niſhment they were to expect, and 


there was no other in reverſion; tofu 
which we may add that of St. Paul, 
Je endure Chaſtening, God Dealcth 


with you a; with Sons, for what Soni 


- 


* w << 
Al 


* 


INE 
ut if ye be without Chaſtiſement, 


- it 
ell Pyereof all are pertakers, then are ye 


to Hard and not Sons. 

8 After this, the ſame Hereticts ſay, 
God abſolutely Governs all things, 
nd that nothing falls our in the 
Yorld, which he has not foreſeen, 
ere would be nothing Fortuitous, 
ap- r contingent, nor no Liberty or 
ace reedom of Choice allowed, ſince 
up-Fhatſoever comes to paſs, happens 
be. yy neceſſity, for God Almighty, and 
or. Pmniſcient, cannot be impoſed up- 
oreFn, or deceived, nor his Decrees fail 
16 hf Execution. So that we ſeem to 
len fhtroduce the Opinions of the Szoicks, 
hat ho Subject all things to an infalli- 
forſle Deſtiny, and an inevitable ne- 
ay, flity. 155 5 | 

and But if we more nearly examine 
vayſus objection, we ſhall find leſs So- 
Odity in it, than in the former, and 
uld- ſhall not wander from the Truth, 
pu-Þhen we ſay there is nothing For- 
and itous and contingent, and that no- 
_ lling comes to paſs by Chance; 
aulfſs allo, that there are things Caſual 
lethnd contingent. Firſt, "oem 


* 


In reſpect of God, to whom all 
0: FÞings are preſent, and whoſe Know- 


but 


ledge 


* is 13 
ledge and F oreſight of what is t 
come, is as certain as his Know ledg. 
of what is paſt or preſent; for co 
ſay there are things which are un no 
known to God, is to deny his Di pe 
vinity, ſuch Arguing — d. 
veſt him of his Omniſcience, whid 
is eſſential to the Divine N. ature 
we may therefore acknowledge wit 

„Zb. g. as con. Boetins, * that God with one on) 

fol. Phil. l. a. turn of his Eye ſees all that eye 
was, is, or ſhall be; and becauſe h 
ſees all, may, in his Dialect, be ca 
led the True Sun, or to play the 1 
perfect Tranſlator, 


M batſoe ver was, is, and ſpall F cau 
His Divine Knowledge can't but ſee. but 


1 1 And nothing ever ſhall be found, ] ſte: 
i To his Eternal L oo a bound, wa 
3 Ais ye from —— end doth run, Wr 
F He ſhines, ſees all, is the True Sun. He 
| Fi ret; 
= Since then he knows all things Gor 
3 and that his Eternity and OmailcY Ho 
= ence ſets them preſent before hin ſpe 
1 iss evident, that in reſpect of Godſ he 
—_— nothing 1s caſual or contingent ; bu Ne 
1A it is not ſo with Men, for as "thei reſf 
13 Sight and * is limited, an Oc 


art 


\ 
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are ſo far from penetrating Futurity, 
that tis with ſome difficulty they 
conceive things that are preſent, it's 
no wonder that many things hap- 
pen Which they expected not, be- 


ſo that in reſpect of God, thoſe 
things we call Fortune, Accidents, or 
Caſual, totally diſappear, but in re- 
ſpet of our knowledge they may 
take place, as may be clear d by this 
Example. It may happen that a 


fame place, tho by different ways, 


ing in reſpect of them is caſual, be- 
cauſe they thought not of meeting; 
ee. ¶ but it was no way caſual in the Ma- 
„ fter, who had ſo appointed it. We 


want no Preſidents for this in Sacred 
Writ; as when the Lord ſaith, that * gw. 21.13. 


He which kills a Man unawares ſhall 


Homicide was chance Medly, in re- 


he had no intention to flay his 
Neighbour ; but it was not caſual in 
reſpect of God, who fo Order d it. 
Or as it is no leſs to the purpoſe ex- 

e preſs d 


cauſe they could not fore-ſee them; 


Maſter ſends two Servants to the 


when they come to meet, the meet- 


retire into a City of Refuge, becauſe 
God directed the Hand. So that this 


ſpect of him that Committed it, ſince 


/ 


S [OUT CY 


N 5 
5 Prop. 16.33 preſs'd by the wiſe Man. The Lo, Þ 2 
1s caſt into the Lap, but the whole dif B 

paſal thereof is — the Lord. The p- 

Fall of the Lot is accidental ig re- BY w 

ſpect of the Man, but not, in teſpect ¶ Pi 

of God. What could have more of m: 

chance in it than Pharaos Daugh. W 

ters finding Moſes, for his ſafety? | bu 

Vet it: was not ſo to God, that or- i pe: 

daind it. From whence we may in- wl 

ferr, that it is not incompatible for Sp 

a thing to be contingent and caſual, I hac 

and yet be infallible, tho in diffe- the 

rent reſpects; the firſt referrs to Se · ¶ vin 

cond Cauſes, the other to God. late 

6 Now in what relates to Second pla 

| Cauſes, nothing is more certain chan Uſi 

that they do not always anſwer, the Hof! 

1 end propoſed, by reaſon of ſome Im. ¶ it, 
=> pediment which unexpectedly inter- whe 
ven d, and put them beſides their ing 


=_ - byaſs; and theſe effects we call ac. 

1 cidental, becauſe they were neither i to 1 
1 fore-ſeen, nor intended. So he that f for 
4 . throwing a Stone at a Dog and hit of t 
4 his Step-Mother, gave thanks to God 
Jl Fortune that he had not loſt his thou 
= throw. And Nealcus, after great en- I ſeen 
* ö deaveurs, but in vain, to make a unk. 
#4 wy ak repreſentation of the foam of Chr 
bl Di ; 2 Horle, 


an 
he 
Mme 
er- 
eir 
ac. 
her 
hat 


hit 


10 


his 
en 
e 2 


571 


a Horſe, all the other parts of the 
Beaſt being exquiſitely painted; in 


paſſion throwing the Spunge where- 


with he wiped his Pencils at the 


Picture, au Fortune proptibus in 
making the Foam, and finiſhing his 
Work to perfection. There are few 
but have heard the accident of a Deſ- 
perado, re lated in a 1 Epig 
"ae! attem 1 * Hang mel 
* at of the Tree he 
choſen for his Wicked deſign, 
newly removed, where ha- 


te "bid, took it away, and in 

wel buried the Halter; which che 

ſurer returning, and finding inſtead 
of his Money, Hang d himſelf wich 
it, as loſing the delice of Living, 
where the other had loſt t that of D y- 
in 

en ve ver y improper for Chriſtians 
to make uſe of the Name Fortune; 
for tho they don t mean by the uſe 


of that Heatheniſh Word, the Blind | 


Goddeſs of the Pagans ; 5 but un- 


thought of Accidents, and Unfore- 


ſeen chances, which befal them by 
unknown means; yer its more 


of Chriſtian and commendable to give 


le 


- God 


ound the Gold an Uſurer \—j 
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the ok Who is the. Aathor, | 
Alle F All tungs; and In * 
ad of fa yihg " Fortune Has dot oY the 
* 1910 222 "Pets ft qu 
this Strdak came? — 

ag aid he deſi nd, Weg bel 
Wn hole A fair: I. . 175 ges 18 
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11 58 5 20 Te Fat my 
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Mar} ten a el 5 
ale of the, 14 270 — 
"SF. Auſt iy 12 F rr 
ted bim for Vit 10 8 adde 
ile af that Term in His Books 4 
Fo "rhe Aral kr, And iT Path, 
We Wall rene, licele nefrer What 
this Pretetided Hfune i8, We fal 

fine! Hur fewhiſh” Palfſons ory Efvy,f 

and” ff ove: "have been its Parents off 

for they, are ither Melancholly, Pee ma. 

. F. WETTED irits, whoſe" 175 2 

ac Fe good Order ; of 

> Arc Ignorant, : 1450 unable to pe- have 

Penne the Motives, Profects, and of is 
Conduct of "fuch Entetprizes, E Beri 
have been Crow! nd with advadtagt 
dus fucceſſes®® They attribüte all ro 
» Fort: ye, Which had its Original, (25 dom 


was ſid" before 0 from Envy, and 
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i Lib. T. Retr. 1. 
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Ates Th nfs 1 OY 

e.Envious:: - 
not ſuffer the Glory of thoſe that by 
their: Prudenct and: Virtue, have ad- 
quifed ſome Reputation ãu the World, 


implaꝶ all their induſtryrto have it 
red that uch . O We — 


Merit of eabers agen 8393 " 
neſo to Fortune, rather than $0; the = 
Virtua and«Rewence! of xheſen that 
by poſſeſs [3s becauſe; ſurh obliquę inſi- 
de ¶ nuatiens at once 1 ; their En- 
# vy and. Dettacti \ N "AV RY 

hf." Tay alto, tts ſelf Love that firſt 

Nat lraifed and ſet up this Idol; for Men 

al chat Yelight in flattering themſelves, 
Vaud ate Tranſporrad ayith the.conceir 
Jof finding ſomething, on which iber 

der may — all the; contempts they 

es deſetvedly dye under, fancy they 

dA have an; themſelves, when they 

e hive 4daded Fertutze, as the Author | 

of -all--the Diſgraces, Affronts, and. 
Deriſions, that their Impudence hath | 
Adeſervedly drawn upon. themſelves. 
Denis, after the loſs of his King- 
dom chat bis Father had gained for 


* ſaid, to excuſe che Faults of 
3 his 


Gs 10 1 do 1 8 | 
his Government, That bis Farhe had 
left him Heir of bis Hin 1 But not 
10 Fortune to lus it; from 

nce we may conclude, that Pr 
dente is the peace Enemy to For- 
tune, becauſe this Virtue prevents 
accidents, and being - diſtruſtful;of 
feats. takes meaſures ſo juſt chat 
ic Razards little. This was ſo wel 
underſtood by Juvenal, that be 
mocked this Elle and fooliſh Deity, 
when he ſaid; Ler Prudence guide us 
and we ſhall ſtand in need of m 
afſiſtance from the Gods. Nullun 
numen abeſt, ſi fit prudentia, det re 
nos fatimus Fortuna Dean ; wa 
cans. Sat. 10. r qu t ans Pig 
cer Se i 3 be 
Prudence 41 fo Dry 1 nd good 
5y ſelf may freely, on thy felf beſtow :' 
Ter Sa, AL 40 the iſe, 
But ſet aloft by fil un, che 


II BOOT DC05z%9 $7: 
'F ortune is the Slave, not che Ms 
ſter of Prudence, and therefore!? twWas 
ſaid, f peaking of Alexander and C 
far, that Fortune march'd before” the 
former, but was conſtrained to fol 
low the conduct of the latter. IIS 
in our own W whether the Evi 
25 0l 


[opt | 


of Fortune ſtall be ſo gt not; Wr a 
great Fortune is not abſoloreh he | 
_ for the attainment f 

„and Charity, and he that 8 
ow'd with theſe,” can never be 
miſerable : you may learn the Chri- 
ſtian Vertues rm thy the aſliſtance 
of much more Wealth than will ferve 
to feed and Cloth you; Verttic'atid 
Happineſs, and the Welfare of Souls; 
are more precious things than to be 
made the ſport and Traffick of blind 
a Wealth 1 5 fo far from beitig 
nec to compleatour Happineſs, 

and bas ſo little luſefulneſs a con- 
veniency in it, that betwixt God, 

and thy own Soul, thou canſt not 
think f to complain of the want of 
it. Troubles, Changes, Revolutions 

and Calamities have no changeable 

effect upon a true Chriſtian, that 
aſe ſtands ” a upon his own baſis, a 

12 good God, a Gus Saviour, and a 
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is the Builder of his own Fortune, 7" 


Morals ; and as a wiſe Man hazards 4ic.. 
little, ſo very few ſurprizing Acci- 


dents befal him. & 
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good Conſcience, * for every Man“ sr cuique | 


fortunam. Core . 


as he is the contriver of his own Ny in 1c. 
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- Ind ineyirable; chat no Prudence cas 

1 5 n induſtry fruſtrate 
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EGrees, . ſo . Bacctylides in Sto: 
a ae expreſſes this pop 
Nene Fate, lun nde n 


* Stob. Eccl. 4 Sn, Tis 194 In day. 7 baſe bis 
Phys. e. 9. "condition, whether die will Li ur in 
Wealth, Peace, Ante orn le far, jor d gi 
confounding ſedition; for Fate, the Se: 
vergign Diſpoſer of. all things, leads us ar. 
boogapmck'd. to gur Ruin; and Euri. || Of 
bides expreſſes himſelf at the ſame uf 
rate. {9PHs, / ar Pugaly Se.; ; nne 
ple T. a ere Ne b. Terdvug; n 
ac ua ige. Me cannot ſhun our De: it 
% ue human prudence can ward its | m 
b og, "and nothing, but. fruitleſs zrou: || 10. 
bles attend our conteſting, with it ; bur H 
this Notjon is ſo rediculous, that 10 
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it Wars c mmon * and 
che ü dee 5 for"? 
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Worlds, this 
fays, they impute 2 e heats, anal 'mperar we fan 


of the Stars, and a fatal neceſ 70 in lar ſaum eff 
hopes by this excuſe to oblitetate e e we 
ms || their Own. Evils. Now becauſe this 
Error 855 much Domineres' among 
us, give me leave to exhibit ſome 
is | of che many opinions about it, with 
| ſuch Anfivers as are Pertinent to be 
given them., 

The greateſt part of Philoſophers 
are agreed, that Fate is a Connexion 
of Cauſes, ſucceſſiyely depending 
upon one another, and producing a 
neceſſary effect or Event; bur ditfer 
much in the Original, from WHCNCC 
it proceeds. Some aſcribe it to Dæ- 
mons, or Spirits, ſome to the Wars 
| ſome to che Circumaction of the 
ut Heavens, - fome to a Univerſal Soul. 
at | {ome to the contrivance of Nature, 
ith 5 . 
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which gives us juſt occaſion to ſul 


pect that Fate it ſelf is an Erroneous 
poſition ; for obſcurity and mult- 
plicity of Differing Notions about 
the ſame thing, are general marks 
of Falſhood and Error ; however 1 
ſhall enquire how far the Empire of 
Fate was extended, and what kind 
of neceſſity, or what degrees of Fate 
| Firlt, 
All the Pagan Philoſopers, Demo. 
critus only EXCC ted, exempted the 
Minds of Man 568 the Sovercighi- 
ty of Fate. Fpicurius Aſſerts the 
1 of the Minds and Souls of 
Hen, and ſays they are not under 
the Power of deſtiny. Hierocles makes 
the Pythagorean fate nothing elſe but 
the execution of the immutable Di. 
vine decree, in reſpect of Reward, 
and Puniſhments ; but utterly denies 
that Man is any way neceſſitated or 
over-ruled in his choice, or Actions. 
Indeed Alcinoro in explaining the 
Platonic Philoſophy, makes all things 
ſubject to fate; but yet he leaves 
the Minds of Men poſ ſed of their 


Juſt and natural Liberty, The Szoicts] 
were of the ſame opinion; and Ne- 
i reſis 
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my, x fays, "this Was the Ptinciple 
of all the Wiſe Greeks, that Wi aom 7. 
and Virtue were in a Mans own 'quer r 
The P 'ythagoreans, and Plat be- 
lieved Good, and Evil, were difþen- 
ced. by an immutable Law, b 
that Vice ſhould be puniſhec d, 
Ver tue rewarded. Secondly, © 

The Stoicks its true pris APY al 
le, that the neceſſity of fate was un- 
controulable ; but the Egyptians, who 
were rigid Aſſertors of an Aſtrolo- 
gical Fate, did yer beljeve that the 
Evils threatn'd by the poſition of 
the Stars, might be diyerted by ho- 


ly Rites, as Nemefius * Teacheth, for · x, 
faith he, there are no Influences, no H, 226. 


pects of the Stars, ſo fatal and irrefiſta- 
ble,but that Prayers and expiations may 
prevail with the Pewers that Govern 
them, to divert their Menaces : ; beſides, 
the Zeavens made a diſtinction be- 
twixt Denunciative, and peremptory 
or conditional Fate, which might, or 
might not be fulfilled ; and to this 
Opinion Ariſtotle and Epicurus ſub- 
ſcribed. 

So that 'tis plain, the very Hea- 
lens were careful that the neceſfit. 
of Fate, might not deſtroy the Liber- 


Was no otherfare attended any Man, 
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-Þ of Mag, conceal his obligations 
0 


vertue, nor diſcourage him in th 
pur lit r happ inels. cle le 
1 pin nions of the Deathen P PL 922 


th I W hich if (Wet from from ſome ex. 


8 
ther 
1 * d rather be motive 
of 2 155 riſtian_ indult y, than, Ob- 
ſtrüctions to a a progrel in Irtye. ., 
But we have other Adverſaries to 
deal with, which are counted Chriſti 
ans, who, in thefe days of Light and 
Grace charge that upon the Bectet 
of a Wiſe and Righteous God. which 
the Heathens always refuſed. to do; 
fox thoſe who made Fate intirely thi 


Dectees of God, did believe there 


than what himſelf was the Auth 
of; and that his Crimes were the on 
iy procuring cauſe of his Calamnties;þr 
but theſe make the eternal miſery of rf 
Nineteen parts of the World; and 
the eternal happineſs of the Twen uf 
teth, in ſubjection to Fate. The oneſthen 
they ſhut up under the invincible olut 
neceſſity of natural impotence, and 
rejection from ſufficient Grace; anc 


the other as being call'd, and afteÞhen 
by, Grace irreſiſtible ; I they fay, thiſhuſ 
neecuity of Fates, is the reſult of en; 

Divine * 


— 


* 
4 


d 8 


odge 
Mans Sin and 


Jo: gether. and confounded, i if our, 

ons were · tie reſult of ity, 7750 
da by. RY Jug, Pore 590k 0 
tin Martyr lays, i it be jatally De- 
creed, that one ſhould be Good, and ano- 


7 accepted, nor the other he Plam d nor. 
esſured; for if ſuch an abſolute _ 
ree ſhould paſs in fayour of anv, we 
uſt aſſert that God Decrees to fave 
hem, be they never ſo Leud, and diſ- 
lute, which is contrary. to the 
ndÞrhole Tenour of the Goſpel; or elſe 
| God does irefifably. determine 
cteqthem to the uſe of ſuch means, as 
uſt neceſſarily bring them to Hea- 
en; which would make Men utter- 


ly 


4 
EE 


on-ther Bad, than one cannot be approved 


** 5 „„ 
d. aer b the cauſ =, | 
75 ang 
wer and Vice Would he daffrd i 


. 1 rn 


1 
ble, either of reward, 6r 
t; for as Clemens © Alexan- 
ruly told us, , weather = 
227 nor Pl rfhments are juſt, 1 

Soul has not a free Power to Em ry 
or refuſe Evil; nor is it poſſible any 


Man ſhould repent of doing whit he 


bil. 2. 13. 


cotild not but do, or omitting what 


was never in his power to effect; no 
more that he Laer fly like a Bird 
or move like an Angel : I confeſs tis 
God that Works in us both to will 
and do of his good pleaſure; but 


this is ſo far from taking away our 


Power, that its brought by St. Paul 
as à reaſon, why we ſhould Work 
out our Salyarion, God indeed 


Works in us, tis by giving us the 


Knowledge of his Promiſes, and 
ſtrengthening us by his Spirit; he 


Works it, who ſupplies with means 
to Work; he does it, but not without 


us; not whilſt we lye like Men : 


ſleep, or Dead Men in their Graves: 
God works the ability to act, but 


not the Act it ſelf; for if he did, it 


would be his Act, and not ours; 
much leſt does he Work it forcibly 
and irreſiſtably, God commands, but 
does not force our Obedience. aj 


Allo che 2 of God how 
@ ſoever they are in their own na- 
ture to affect our Spirits, and aw a- 
ken our e (Fer; being 8. ing 
— and Convich — — 
Men ſtill in the natural liberty of 
their Wills, and works in ſuch a man · 
„% ber 2s it is fit for reaſqnable Souls. 
„and not dragging them by y 
ti like Slaves. St. Cyril of Je 
ſpeaks the ſame Sence; is 
to Beneſicence, and Merey, but yer 
5 expects the Will of every Man 
A ſhould accempany his Crace and 
ock Goodneſs, by making choice of che 
elf deſt things; for as God. has ſer: him 
chef on che — of Happineſs, or Mi- 
ſery, ſo is at his own. election; whe- 
Icy ther he will be a Saint in Heaven, or 
an 2 Fiehd in Hell. God's, Neeſcage 
on does not leſſen Neu's Liberty. 
n But you'l tell me, that were it 
es true that Providence; took care of 
bull Sublunary Affairs, from whence 
, If come all the diſorders that we ſee-up- 
ul on Earth? To day; we are at Peace, 
ibſyſ to-morrow. ingaged in a deſtructive 
bu war; ſometimes we are in health, at 


„Vocher times enfeebled by Sickneſs 
All uf I re and 
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andrappraichingchwards cb Gthye; 
— who:werebrended>wich In- 
falle, ate ralſed to che ſublimeſt 
pitck f Glory? Great ones take 
down; und littlè bnes ſet up; LOfettile 
Veals · v ſbei prectdedior ſubcedded 
by Kerallty and fearciryi Hd A word 
for W Henke U rriagyOkaniges 
2SWeTcd i THEWorid procced, wich 
GU apreedwithithy: Wiſloniof Ern 
Diane youplaud-For and renders it 
viſible; that tis Ones; A Fou 
Wich governs All ching. i A0. 
us coHHN W Hat is Aledgid, 1 nt 
Wichout fme! appeatancoof itrark, 
bat withil'F SH vo it unte £7 
kd foundation inamatrergndioritch; the 
ro reader tf patfublei for Hom the 
very Argumdnts uepettoprove thett 
zone wee eee ect Very rod 
OonfHfHAt ion of the truth Ldertcd 
by Orthied d Ohriftians:! For even 
Kom Chantè it fel ft we prove thett is 
Wb deuneh from whehcecdbl cheſt Per 
rhangs pröceed, Winch to ther blind: ten, 
eHEYes of Ne ſeem to be-dilorders, ud 
th6” God has wilply diſpoſed: mom ele 
for that end, as the event does guſti. Pot 
fy.” The holy Sctipture attributes allen 
the different Changes we meet with ha 
Avis li 
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tte Wwerldunte Gud, 8 8 


of them. A be (ys Hain) h 
Ams the Li. bt, an ' cFeates Dar. 

6 tes" Peace," ahif crrörer 

Houßle; Ti be that mates Sor jand that 

our 1% 3 he Wonhas. nd 2 

naſe 'whote ; üb 750 F. Smites with 


n the Sor rh Nigg 
ee ni Ferst. The Let 
ry Poor, Nel —— Nil,; 
e bringeth'* teth ab; The 
ere 50 Peg ain uf C44 
md Lifter the ech from the Nigg, 
that he way ſe lum with Prints; è ven 


theſe Teſtimonies®methinks? ſhould 


durate oppoſers f Providence” bur 


Tnce all dur Adverſiries/de' not 16. 
knowledge the Divine Aurhotity of 


8 we muſt take other Me- 
hods in anſwering them, rid ob- 
erve that all theſe different Occur- 


E ences, in the Life of Man, as Health 


and Sickneſs, Poverty and Wealth, 
lory and Piſgrace, Peace and War, 
careity and Plenty, are either Res 
es, or Bleſſings of Gad, or 


baftiſements and Corrections; and 
accor- 


don Tuer ae kult . 
"Dd 


with the Princes 5 his Pep. AI 
be ſuffleient to ſilence the moſt Ob. 


« 5, 18. 


: FRY 1 
according as 1 hig fa 
0 ; vours, he continues, or retrenchet 
them. When therefore we ſee 4 Pro- 
vince made deſolate by Plague, 0 
War, Men afflicted With Famine, 
loaded with ſhame, and confuſion, ot 
involved in a particular, or general 
Trouble, let us remember, that thei 
Sins have brought theſe Punill 
upon them, and that theſe are the 
e e 
raigu Judge. o c puniſhes 
the Rebel ions, and Crimes of Wick 
ed Men ſo that tis the diſſolate lives 
of Men that are the cauſe of Evils and 
Diſorders, and not the weakneſs Lt)! 
negligenge of God; ſor as we.:{e 
when Heaven with its Hails, and 
Thunders, defolates- che Earth, i 
ſeems, toi us that thoſe Meteors, de — 
ſcend from Heaven yet thoſe which ra 

11 into the N gf N ature, con, | 


ming 1 
Hails, Gs Li Werkes The ſame we 
may ſay, when we:ſee ( God's Juſtice 
cavaging the World, and the Scourgt 
of God & por. in his hand to puniſh it 


tha 


YR... 


N 
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th twas the fire bf our Luſts which 
haue lighted his anger, and the fil- 4 
thy Exhalations of our Fleſh; and 
ne Loathſome Vapours of our Sins, 
chat have put thoſe Thunderbolts, 
and Scourges into his Hand, to pu- 
e niſh us, as he ſaid by the Mouth of 
"il {/aiab;} your Iniguities have-ſeparated . 
between you, and your God, | and your 
Sins have hid his Face from von. So 
that what our Enemies have adyan- 
ced to deſtroy the belief of a Provis 
dence,” does mightily confirm it, and 
ſhews us an Oninipotent hand that 
Governs the Univerſe, and knows 
how to find out Sinners for their Pu- 
niſhment and Deſtruction, as well as 
the Good, to Correct their aberrati- 
ons, and to comfort and confirm them 
by his Bleſſings and Graces. The o- 
ther Opinion of the Stoicts, which 
we have Named already, is, that 
Ichere is a ſeries of Cauſes one de- 
©; pending upon another, which gyer- 
ro reached God: himſelf, whoſe effects 
M proceeded from ſuch an abſolute ne- , 


1 eſſity, that all deliberations become 


Junproficable ; an Opinion that the 
Poets, as we ſaid before, were ſo fond 


R) df, and Zealous in ſupporting, that 


they 


N 
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tay. 2 

they have ſubjected the Gods E 
well as Men to their Notion. Thus 

they bring in Jupiter, complaining | 

that he could not make his Son'Sar- BY | 

pedun iinmortal, becauſe the Fates i 

had decreed. it otherwiſe; and Nep- 8 \ 

C 

i 


tune wick all his Storms, and Tem: 
peſts, was not able to drown Ulyſſes, 
becauſe tlie Deſtinies had determin- 1 
ed he ſhould return into 7raly. it 
The Trojans alfo ſaid, that in vain 

they addreſs d their Prayers to Hea . Ic 
ven for the Preſervation of their Ci. p 
ty, for das impoſſible for them to V 
be heard, when Fate, Whoſe Will is ;/ 
inflexible ; had rendred the Aids 
and Succours of the God's unprofi- 
table; by which you ſee, that God 
himſelf was brought under this Fata 
neceſſity ee in their Impl. 
ous Thoughts, all that could be cal. 
led God in depriving him of his Li. 
berty, which is one of his moſt Eſ- 
ſential Perfections; for to ſay, That 
if God Gteated the: World, 5 now 
, Governs it, rather on this manner 
then another, was becauſe he could 
not do otherwiſe, being obliged) to 
it, and over- ruled in it by an indif- 


penſable neceſſity, is to mock and 
Redicul 


as lief of a God; for to 
us | fay he can be conſtrained, or forced, 
ig is to ſay he is no God; and this No- 
7- | tion was thought ſo Ridiculous, that 
es || it was Scorn'd, and Derided by the 
0. Wiſer Heathen ; among others; Ci- 
m. cero Writes expreſsly againſt it, and 
es, in a Book Written on purpoſe, utter- 
in. ly deſtroys all that can be alledged 
in favour of this pretended Deſtiny. 
ain * Lucian alſo, in one of his Dia- ene _ 
ea · | logues mocks at Deſtiny, when he y. 0 
C. puts theſe words into Cinniſcus s 
to Mouth; ſtrike Jupiter, I defy thee ; fur 
bis if De/tiny'will have it ſo thou canſt not 
ids hinder it, thy power is tov weak to de. 
ofi- ¶ fend me; but if it will not let thee 
vod #71] me, either thou ſhalt have no pow- 
atal er to throw thy Thunderbolt, or it ſpall 
ap Le dulled againſt my Head without har: 
cal. ¶ ming me. Certainly you cannot im- 
L. agine the Author was ſerious, but in 
Eſ.·¶ a humour of Ridieuling the abſur'd, 
hat and Sacrilegious thought of an ine- 
now vitable neceſſity. Nor am I ſo far 
mer Tranſported into extreams, to deny 
zuldf the whole, for I grant, that in the 
d to natural cauſes of things, there are 
dil. neceſſities : For example, Fire Burns 
and ty things, by-a 


s Ridicule the | 


> 8 is” . 
: K. 
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neceſſarily ; weigh 
1 


= motion 


„ 

motion no leſs neceſſary. than natu - 

ral tend downwards. The Sun ſhines 0 
neceſſarily, ſince it has neither the n 

choice, nor power to do otherwiſe; n 

there are other Neceſſities by ſuppo - b 

| fition, viz. When upon certain Con- L 

| ditions. tis neceſſary ſuch Effects b. 
ſhould foilow ; thus Wood neceſſari- al 

. ly Burns, ſuppoſing its being in the be 
: Fire: Its neceſſary St. Peter ſhould be C 


a rational Creature, becauſe he is a an 
Man; that he ſhould Live, becauſe he pl 
Acts. In like manner Meraphy/1cians 
diſtinguiſn ſeveral Neceſſities, and no th 
way inconſiſtent with Liberty, as we Þ 7 
ſhall ſhew in the following Chapter; in 
But from theſe effects which are ne- tat 
eeſſary, we muſt raiſe our Conſide- gle 
ration to the Supream cauſe that diſ- 9q 
poſeth all things, and yer is free; and 
at perfect Liberty in all his Actions, 
without being conſtrained to follow 
the train, and courſe of ſecond Cau- 
ſes, of which he is Soveraign Ma- 

ſter; and in proofs of his being fo, 
does often ſuſpend the Actions, and 
Operations of Second Cauſes ; thus 
he kept back the force of the Fire, 
that it had no power to deſtroy Sha 

drach, Mefhech and Abednego. Made 

Iron 
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Iron,” a heavy body, ro Swim ;5- at 


one time fixed the Sun; and ar a- 
nother time made it recoil. He 
made the Waters of Jordan to turn 
back; divided the Red. Sea, and made 
Death it ſelf deliver up the Dead; 
by which he has made it Viſible to 
all Men, that he is ſo far from being 


bound by the neceſſity of ſecond 


Cauſes, that he alters their Courſe, 
and Nature, according to the good 
pleaſure of his own Will. 

It remains now, that we examine 
the Sentiments of ſuch as own a Pre- 


vidence, but ſay," it concerns it ſelf 


in nothing, but the great and impor- 
tant Affairs of the World, and neg- 
glects thoſe that are of leſſer Conſe- 
quence, and would have it thought 
a Diminution of the Glory and Ma- 
jeſty of God, to regard ſuch vile, and 
contemptible Creatures, as ſcarce de- 
ſerve the thoughts of Men, ſuch are 
Lice, Flies, and Fleas; or that he ſhould 
amuſe himſelf in keeping an account 
of every Herb that grows, wich how 
many Leayes, and Flowers each Tree 
is crown'd ; ſo that if Nero was ſome- 
times blamed for quitting the Scep- 
tre, and Reins of the Empire to play 
9 £3 on 
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on the Guittar, becauſe it ſeemed 
flight to the Imperial Dignity, and 
_ one of ee e ow 
thought a great Slur upon Majeſty 
˖0 . himſelf in = Cloſer, 
and employ his time there in no 
more profitable a Study then catch- 
ing Flies: with how much greater 
reaſon would the Supream Majeſty 
of God be affected; if it buſied it 
it ſelf with the care of the Vileſt, and 
moſt contemptible beings. 


— Fa 


This was the Judgment of the 


greateſt number of Ariſtotle's Dil- 
ciples; but in the Opinion of St. 
Ferom, and Thomas Aquinas, (on 
whom ſome have conferred the Ti- 
tle of Angelical Doctor) their is no- 
thing more eaſy then to ſhake off 
their Arguments; for the Power 
and Act of a Workman ſhows it ſelf 
more in little than great things; 
for he that makes a Watch that may 
be incloſed in a Nut-ſhel, or like that 
of Charles the Fifth, that was inclo- 
ſed in a Ring he wore on his Finger, 
 thews greater Ingeauiry then in 
making a grcat Clock for a Tower. 
So the Power and Wiſdom of God 
diſplays it ſelf more in Creating ſo 


little 
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_ lo much Celerity, 


"Ion 19 1 es 
Els Anighal, as a Bee, then in a 
Horſe, or an Elephant ; for ſo dex- 
trouſly, to put in ordet ſo many Mem- 
2 Ss, with ſuch Variety of patts, with 


h admitable exactneſs, chat each 
one Vigorouſly performs, ixs proper 
function; that one cannot Without 
Rapture and Admiration n conſider, 


hg ſuch little Animals with ſuch im- 


perceptible members, can mgye with 
and make them- 
ſelves ſo ſenſibly felt, when they 
pierce the Skin to ſuck the Blood of 
the largeſt and Stouteſt Creatures, I 
confeſs thoſe Glorious Bodies of the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, are worth our 
greateſt oonſideration, and require 
all our praiſes; but ſince I am Trea- 
ting of the Divine Power in leſſer 
things, let us reflect a little upon 
Glow- Worms, which are ſeen ſo 
far off, and that ſtrike our Eyes with 
ſo beautiful and Lively a brightneſs, 
and you'l certainly conclude, that 


they no leſs merit out attention, nor 


leſs publiſh the Power and Wiſdom 


of the Creator; than the nobleſt of 


his "A And ſince all con- 


feſs God created the little one, as 


lh as the great; why ſhould we 
I 4 exclude 


*H 
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exclude them from the care of his 
Providence? His Glory was no way 
ſullied by their production, and 
why ſhould it ſuffer any Diminution 
in their Preſer vation? Whilſt on the 
contrary we declare his Powet and 
Goodneſs to be much greater, by 
extending themſelves into 2 Uni- 
verſal Care of every individual; 
Why ſhould we confine the Provi- 
dence of God, within the narrow 
bounds of a depraved Imagination, 
when his Goodneſs, Riches, and 
Wiſdom viſibly ſhine in providing fo 
Liberally for all whatſoever is ne- 
ceſſary for a Subſiſtence Is it not 
highly Commendable in the Maſter 
of a Family, that he not cnly takes 
care of his Children and Servants, 
but of the meaneſt of his Beaſts al- 
ſo? And does not God manifeſt his 
Goodneſs more amply, in concern- 
ing himfelf for the Leaves and Ter- 
reſtrial Inſects, then if he only took 
Care of Angels, and Good Men ? 
What do we more admire in King 
Mithridates, than his Knowledge of 
every Soldiers Boy, and Soldiers 
Name, in his vaſt Army? and is not 
the Providence of King hats a- 
555 "ES _ CAREC 
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is ther of Alexanabr the Great, 'Cele- 
y brated for Condeſcending in "his 
d owa Perſon, to get Forrage for his 
Mn Aſſes? Why then do we take excep- 
ae tion, that God preſerves and Cares 
id for all his Creatures . Tis true, thoſe 
y perſons are fallen under the cenſure 


. Jof che Wiſeſt, who waſted their time 


; Band thoughts in love and ſervile im- 
i. Iployments inſtead of minding what 
W was more their Duty. Nero, with- 
out doubt, as Well as Domitian, 


nd would have appeared with better 
ſo race at the Head of their Armies, 


e- for on the Throne, adminiſtring Ju- 
ot Iſtice to their Subjects, than in Fid- 


ing, or catching Flies; but it is 
not ſo with God, for whilſt he Acts 


ts, in one Poſt, he neglects nothing in 
al Knother ; whilſt he is Careful of 


uis the Plants and other Living Creatures, 


n- ſe forgets not the Government of 
caven, and Angels; whereas Men 
hat have but a Limitted Power, and 
2 confined Spirit, cannot Act, and 
hink of ſo many different things at 
he ſame time. A Prince at Play, or 
ers In Hunting, cannot think of regu- 
ot ating Abuſes and Diſorders amon 
Fa- is Subjects: Whilſt the „ 
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his Corn Threſu d, he ſees not whe. 
ther his Children Study but God 
cannot be di verted from his Univer 
fal care, by any particular though 
or Impolyment, becauſe he -is-ink 
nite, he's in all, he can all; and ſee j 
ment of Heaven, does not only en. 
lighten Men, but that the Beaſt. 
have equal beneſit of it alſo; an 4 
that witch the ſame rays, he warms 
and Viſits all the parts of the Earth 
makes the Trees ſhoot, the Fruity 
ripen, and Mettals harden in th 
Earth; Corrals perrify in the Sex, 
gives Life to Flies and Worms, and 
and ſheds his beneficial influence ot 
all parts of the Univerſe ; ſo Goc 
tho in a more Excellent and inſeru 
table manner, by one and the fan 
Omnipotent power, : ſuſtains all hi hi 
Creatures, without diſtraction. c 
ae to one or other, for t Ia 
Care he takes of the leaſt, does no 
leſſen the concern he has for thi 


greater; nor muſt it be thought th = 
God Contracts any Impurity by int 


Honouring polluted Animals wil we 


RG: 1 123 3 
his Care and Conduct, for his Holi- 
nets is Incorruptible, and nothing 
can blemiſh his purity and perfecti- 
on, The Sun ſhines on 1 


and Carrion, without abati 
purity of its light, or — — any 
Diminution in its Beauty or Virtue; 


neither does God fufter any altera- 
tion, nor is his Glory leſs pure, for 
taking care of Contaminated Crea- 
tures, as well as Planets, Stars, or 
Angels. Lucius Quintus, Sir-nam'd 
Cincinnatus, with the ſame Temper 
of Mind that he Headed his Ar- 
my, and gained Victories, Ordered 
the Tilling of his Land, and with 
the fame hand rhar he managed his 
Army he laid on Dung to improve 
his Grounds, without leſſening the 
Grandeur of his Martial pos. Hong 
ments ; nor is it any alloy to God's 
Glory, bur a loud Proclamation of 
his Goodneſs ; that he ſuſtains and 
provides for all Creatures without 


Labour or inquietude. 
But does not St. Paul ſa ay, bath God ore. 
Care of Beaſts? 
The Anſwer is eafy, for St. Paul . 


intended not ro deny that /Oxen 


were under rhe Care of God's Provi- 
dence 


— 


. [124] 
leude; but that God had not given 
the Law he mentions of mulzing 
the Ox that treads out the Corn, 
meerly in reſpect to, or for the ſake 
of thoſe Cattle; but to convince u 
by this example, that we oughr'to 
recompence the pains of thoſe that 
Labour for us, as he explains him. 
ſelf in the following Verſe; for ow 
fakes were theſe things Written, 
that thoſe that Labour might Labou 
in hope. | F 3 
But as we ſaid before, there is no 
ſtronger, or more ſubſtantial 'proot 
of a Providence than what we Col. 
lect from Sacred Scripture; which 
prove that all things without excep- 
tion are Subject to this Divine Vir 
tue, for no reaſons are ſo Authen- 
tick as thoſe drawn from the Holy 
Fountain, which are ſo clear, ſolid, 
and diſtin, that without renoun- 
cing our reaſon, we cannot disbelieve 
them. in 5 2nly 


% 4. 


Nothing appears more contemp- 
ble than Lice, yet Pharaohs Magi- 
cians are forced to acknowledge, 
that nothing leſs than the Finger of 
God could produce them ; nor of 
greater. conſideration are Ants, yet 
2 05 the 


«x RT: 
iven the Wiſe, Man makes them the pat- 
Zing tern of Induſtry, Dilligence and Pro- 
orn, I vidence. Bees, (of Which we hayz e 
fake formerly ſpoken,) ſhow by their 
e WE Wiſe Management, that God Al- E/. Apibus 
r oF mighty both Actuates and Governs 1, C. . 
that them. Virgil *_. himſelf, ( tho " A fus, Athereos 
nim. Pagan, ) was not Ignorant, of it, 4e , 
ou when he ſaid they participated of 
ten, the Divine Wiſdom and Under- 
ou ſtanding, or cle had inſtincts from 
I Heaven. St. Auſtin ſays, That the 
s no philoſopher Ariſtodemus along time —_ 
roof (but all in vain) ſtudied;to:know - 14 
Coll their Natures, and Qualities, and tis . cl. ca. 15 R 
hicifof chefe wonderful Animals, that 
cep the wiſe Son of Syrach ſays, tho 
Vir they are little, yet what they pro- 
hen. duce, excels all other things inſweet-, 
lolyF neſs ; and the Hiſtory of Jonah ſnews 
olid us, that the Lord neglects not ſo 
dung much as the Worms, for he prepa- : 
ieyeſ red one to dry up his Kkajor, and 
I the Pſalmiſt tells us, that the Lord 
mp · provides for the young Ravens that 
agi · cry. The very Spiders are not for- 
ge gotten, for God makes uſe of their 
r of Web, and Work, to ſer forth the 
of Condition, and Toil of the Wick- 
yet ed. v3 56007 EO WS; 
the And 
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richly Clothed, that even Salomon in 


T1 126 * 
And if from the Old Telamest ve clu 


af: to the New, no fewer prookffl of: 
l:wehave to confirm us in the be-. I boi 


6 lief of this Truth. Behold the fowis Ch 


of the Air, for they Sow not, neither ſ⸗ 
nor gatheninto Barns, Neve 
civenly Father feedeth f pin 


Reap, 
yet (your 


them confiderthe Lillies of the Field Pri 


how: they: grow, they toil not, nei. thi 
ther do they Spinn, and yet are ſo 


all his Glory was not arraied like 
one oſtheſc. A Sparrow falls not to the of 


Ground but 975 the will of our Hea- 
venly Father; che very hairs of our 


Heads are all numbred, and notoneof © 
them can periſh, without divine per- 
miſſion. Queſtionleſs, the Lordknew 
what was within the Fiſh St. Peter 
catched and furniſned himwith Money 
to pay Cæſars Tribute; and that he 
knew the Number of thoſe that were 
in the Sea of Tiberias, when aſter his 
Reſurrection he filled the Nets of his 


f Apoſtles; from which we inferr, Pic 


there is nothing which is not under its 
the care of his Providence, and that th: 
all Creatures, of whatſoever ſize or Pa 
Nature they are, do abſolutely de- N ad 
pend upon it; ſo that we may con ſu! 

clude 


prove 


Pn: this Chapter 'with the Words 
ofa Reriowned Author of theſe titnes; 
borrowed] from Maimonides, ' who 
CharaCtetizin 5 a Sect of the” drabs, z 
eren the fall of every Leaf, — 

ping of every Ant, and chat Divine 
Providence" e i * felF"t to al 
. * 1 5 


cen. A b. IV. 


of 465 farts , Divine | Prot: 
dence, Preſervation and Go. 


ene ek 7 . 
vation. e 


Mien we ca- eg Dyes upon 
; a fine and well Faneied 

Picture, there will ſome delight a- 
riſe, the. out contemplation was bur 
fight: and ſudden, but if we ſeri- 
oully ſte our Eyes upon the whole 
re, Piece, and deliberately examine all 
ler its Perfections, the Singularities of 
iat the Work, and the addreſs of the 
of Painter, it will raiſe our delight into 
e- I admiration, and poſſeſs us with plea- 


n- ſure and Satisfaction; ſo we cannot 
de buc 


| * * " 2 TY * N 4 ' * : 
A * 
E 8 


— 


„ 

but find great joy, and complacency 

in conſidering the nature of Man; and 

viewing in the groſs his parts and 

Faculties, as the beauty and Majeſty 

ol his Countenaner, the Diverſity of 

bis Members, the Comlineſs of his 

ſhape; and other advantages where- 

with God has peculiarly bleſs d him 

above the reſt of the Creation; but 

if we more carefully apply our ſelves 

to conſider all his parts, and obſerye 
the Number; the Connexion, the Uk 
and Scituatien of them, we ſhall ſoon 
paſs from delight, to Tranſport and 
admirarion.' f we conſider the 
whole World, the extent of che He 
vens, the Number of the Stars; the 
firmneſs of the Earth, the variety off 
Plants it produceth, the multitude off 
Beaſts it feedeth; to this veiw, if we 
add the vaſtneſs of the Ocean, and 
the prodigious and innumerable 
kinds of Fiſhes of different Species 
which are included in the Watery re- 
gions, without doubt we may meet 
with great ſatisfaction; but if with 
a more exact. inquiry, and particular 
application we examine by detail, 
the Perfections, and Wonders where- 
with the World preſent us, as the 
courſe 
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fects, hom prompt and preſſing in its 


\ 


to 749 * 
courks of che Sun and Moon; che I 
fluence of the Starsythen _—_—_ 


and. in a word, all chat this World 
contains: f beautiful uſeful, und 
admirabley' we ſſiall find great cauſe; 
to a Gan —— that m 
A u is raiſes World 
— end. 07 14 1 v0} AS! 
The ſame t 2 of x 
ider it but gener 

we may ttuly 1 —— — 
God, in all its Operations; but if 
we advanes further; and 
how it varies in all its parts, and ef. 


Operations, we ſnall cry out with 


the Apoſtle. O the depth of the Ri- 


ches, both of the Wiſdom, and Know- 
ledge of God, how unſearcheable are 
his Judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out! And this is the Reaſon 


e chat having Diſcuſs d, and ſeen What 


Providence is, produced the proafs of 


lit, and confuted the Objections of 


hoſe that impugn it, we will now 


1 conſider it in particular, 


All our Orthodox Theologians agree, 


that it conſiſts in theſe two parts, 


K Preſer- 


different Seituations of the — | 


| L t 30 

Antennen and Government; by he 
firſt God maintains us in ous being, 
bythe: other! he makes us Act. Pre- 
ſeuuntion, as we may ſay, perpetu» 
ates 6ur ſubſiſtence; Govermmenr,' di- 
tects all our Actions to their proper 
end ; Preſervation goes beforaGovern- 
ment, becauſethis: preſuppoſes it, for 
Whatſbever has been Was 
made for that end, to which the Pro- 
videtice of God directs it, and to 
which it 3 _ were it 
not in being; and ſubſiſting. We 
. 
Coverument. 44 
» Preſervation then, is that b 
Action of God, by which he con- 
tinues the exiſte of things he Cre }} ,. 

ated ; fo that (as a Learned Man has 
obſerved) Preſervation, is but a con- P 
tinual Creation; for it is certain, Þ ., 
© (as the more Celebrated Philoſophers | fir 
confeſs ) Preſervation, and Creation 8 
are not really two diſtinct Actions f 
but only different as to our Concep-· cr. 
tions, becauſe we conceive them in ;q 
different reſpects, and our under - oy 

ſtandings conſider them as two dit- 
ferent things; the firſt, as it gives f 
us * and exiſtence, the ſecond ſ pr 
as 
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a8 it maintains, and continues what 


. 


wd given by rhe firſt, The firſt pre- 
ſuppoſes no Being, Preſervation does, 
but to take the thing as it is in it 
ſelf, we ſhall find no real difference, 
for it in one and the ſame Action, 
5 5 s from one and the fame 
-auſes by the ſame means, and has 
fore we may truly ſay, That Preſer- 


ſervation is nothing elſe then a con- 


tinued Creation, and as Mathematici- 
aus ſay, thar the Line is but the Flux 
of the point, ſo we may afhim, that 
our Life is but a Flux, and a train of 
our far{t Exiſtenea g. 
Beſides, if things which are nor 
really to be ſeperared, are not real- 
y Diſtinct, its plain that the Di- 
inction that paſſes between Cre- 
ation. and Preſeryation is not real, 
ſince they cannot be ſeperated with- 
out the Deſtruction of the Subject: 
for as there is no Creature which 
created it ſelf, or does neceſſarily ex- 
iſt by the internal principles of its 
own Nature; it muſt therefore de - 
e on its Cauſe; not only for its 
eing, but for its continuance, and 


Preſervation ; for there is no Medi- 
| 95 um 
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um“ perwech“ A eilt a 
and, Nelles 9 its ade. | 
tlie cry. Notion 8510 | 
fot” only. inch 1 
but its $ de) pendaſte 00 His 
its cc Noe in being; r e 
6 15 does not naturally by Ut 1 
190 be mage nat firſt „ bac : 
be eld and feſctved Meg | 
fox it 35 Ho. mord 1 teſerye then it 
cant make, ir ſelf; it was "nothing | * 
once, and what Was once nothing, p 
may be {ooh reſoly'd into nothing d. 1 
gain; "and ile bi cannot be fate 
fubſiſt of it ſelf,” bur in dependarie 2 


on its Maker. It is not with the 
Being apd Nature ok thin 8, 4s with 1 
the orks o Art, which tho they 5 
cang6t make themſelves, yet The 
they are made, can ſubſiſt witlibur 


the Artiſt chat made tlrem; for'the (| 
Workman does” hot give Being to Þ 
the Materials chat Compoſe them, Ly 
but only to the form, which ſabſi ſt by 
in the Matter, and that in its firſt _* 
and original Cauſe; but whatever 1 
receiyes its Being from another as all th. 


Creatures do, have nothing to ſup- 
2 port their Being, but the cauſe that PA 
i -made them. ; = 


God 


on none] but all 


iss 
a God alone is Abſolute and Ande- 
dant / for as he is of himſelf, ſo 
ſubſiſts of himſelf, he 8 
ings 
him; if he ſhould bur. wich — 
Hand, or take away that ſupport 
which he gives the World, it would 
— tetutn into its ſirſt 
Chaos, as — Pfalmiſt in comparably 
Words it: * Thou: hideſt thyirFace, » %% 104.29. 
and they are troubled, and when 
thou — away their breath, they 
Die, and return to their Duſt ; 101 
in him alone we have our Motion, 
aud being. Reaſon has Light c- 
nough to ſhew the inevitable neceſſi- 


ty of Divine Preſer vation; for be- 


ſides, if the manner of ſubſiſting 
follow d that of our Creation; and 
the Dependancy of the Creatures 
were Eſſential, or at leaſt neceſſary 
to their principel end and firſt cauſe; 
their duration could not be interrup- 
ted, and the Creation might owe its 


being to ſome other Cauſe, and nor 


to the Power of God; as à Child 
may have other Parents than thoſe 
that own, him, becauſe its birth, de- 


yy not ſo abſolutely on their 


K 3 Action; 
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Fs 
but that another cauſt 
mig nl y the Defect of it i bur 

is a very equenee, 
as it ſeems to give « Right, or at 
leaſt an over - ture for Man to think 
his firſt Original was from himſelf, 
or to ſeek orFeigh jt from ſome o- 
ther Original, than from the Good 
neſs and — of Gd. 

Philoſophers are of Opiniod!; b 
that Plants, and Living Creatures, 
are ſo much obliged rs the Sun, 
that if his benign influence ſhould 
be withdrawn and ſuſpended but a 
Moment, they muſt utterly periſh; 
yet that Lyminary does not 
municare the Power and Vertue of 
Production; but only aſſiſts them 
with a favourable Aſpect, as the 
Maſter aſſiſts the Induſtry of his 
e by directing his Hand, 

| over-ſeeing - his Work; bur 
with far greater reaſon do all hings 
depend upon God for their Preſer- 
vation, for he contents not him 
ſelf with being their Guardian and 
Over - ſeer, bit is alſo their careful 
| Providorc, and they hold” from 
8 Bounty and Goodneſs, what- 
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| reated Beings on 
hardly be otherwiſe in the Power 
of God, to annihilate thoſe 
ſubſtances, as Angels and 
becauſe he cannot ptod 
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poſſible ( I may uſe r 
with its exiſtence, and ſo it comes 
to paſs, that a Spiritual Being can- 
not periſh, or ceaſe ro be by the 
the Efforts, or Violence of any ex- 
tinſecal Nature, ſince there neither 
is, nor can be any thing contrary 
to its Eternal Duration. We muſt 
therefore confeſs, that ſince it is in 
the Power of God to reduce all be- 
ings whatſoever into nothing, and 
that all fo abſolutely depend upon 
his continual favour, that a refuſal 
of his ſupport, can ſend them back 
to their Original nothing, then it 
muſt neceſſarily follow, that all 
things ſubſiſt by the Will, and plca- 
ſure, and Power of God; and that 
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does £76 
by the .nqoiaeeinhts of their own 
Natures; for whatſoever neceſſa- 
rily 1 Krit en geref be Annihi- 
ids ; for that is a "manifeſt contra- 
i 2683 2 + 18) You $5: 
„ This, I ſuppoſe was chs reaſon, 
* Fg, En. 6. that 1 ſptne *'7 have ſtiled God the 
Bujis;/ ot the 'Hypoſtafis of Nature; 
and otliers have repreſented him in 
@ great hand, which over an A, 
bore up the vaſt Globe of the 
World; or as a Secret Life hidden in 
every ching to preſerve its Being; 
and that a Greek. Philoſopher Com. 
pared God with thoſe Stones, which 
the Grecians:call"Oppenuc;'and the 
Latins Umbelicis; which placed in 
the middle of the Vault, bears up 
the Weight an 


3h tit. mu. 4 % CAR © ere . 


ſtructure And 
as one of the Antients had ſo Arti- 
fieially Ingrav'd his Picture; in the 
middie of Minerva Buckler,' that it 
could not be defacd wichourzde- 
ſtroying the whole. Work, ſo has 
God link'd rogether all the parts bf 
the Univerſe, that he cannot for one 
Moment withdraw his perſerving 
Power, but the whole muſt "ſink 
_— Riu. x. F or "wn reaſon. gre 
4 © RI the 
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| never looſts us, 
his — but we 2 | 
always with — in him, by 


* 
80 7 — 
and fucks 180 ke cate of the? je * 
ighry, that as he — .a/mi 5m de be 1.4 
— us Being ſo 


— "Providence [Coſting 
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the continual care of his Providenes, 
for that remarkable ſaying of our 
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Saviour. My" Father Worketh bi Fab. x. 17. 
therto, cannot fem underſtood other- 

_ wiſe than to fy his preſerving 
Providence, which is always thought- 


ful for * and Eternal | 
Good. 15 0% zi A 3025 . j 
+ Now let us diſti iſh HERR l 
the Species, and Individuals, 'and j 
ſee how Providence acts with re- _— 
ſpect to both. The | preſerving M 
Providence of God extends to every 9 


Individual during the time of their 
continuance here, and how long = 
they ſhall continue, is foreknown by " - 
him. | Abraham Lived not ſo long 5 | 
as hade; and among other Crea- | 


ue ſome continue longer then - 1 
| | rhers, i 
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r 
Now as what we do by the hand of 
another, is oſten reputed our on 
Act, ſo is God ſajd to preſerve us, 
in employing inferior ak, and 
effecting his own purpoſes by thoſe 
means, which are Inſtruments in 


his Hand, to accompliſh all his 


Wonders ; for beſides that he Cre- 
ated and eſtabliſhed chem for this 
purpoſe, what they eſſect can be 
Attributed to none but God, who 
gave them being, preſerved them 
by his Power, pk Accom 
them with his Bleffing. Thus when 


it pleaſes God to bleſs the Cares 


and Toils of the Plow-man, the aſ- 
pects of the Stars, the Rain and 


Dews of Heavens, do all Co ope- 


rate to this end, and by a Prodigi- 
ous Multiplication of his Seed, re- 


turn him a plentiful Crop, as the 


reward of his Labour; yet the 
Bleſſing i is ſaid to proceed from God, 
for tho the ſecond Cauſes have done 
rheir Offices, and Paul has Plan- 
ted, and Apollo Watered, yet tis 
God gives the Increaſe. And i 
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che contrary when Nature is de- 
2 and the Earth provi 
'grateful, and requ 


uites not the La- 

urers induſtry; God. — 
is pleas d to ay. it alſo; proceeds 
from him. If Drowth burns our 
Cotn, and the Heats Parch and 
deſtroy the Fruits, the Lord ſays, 


5 1s 199 was 4 that made the Earth Iron, 


and the Heavens Braſs, that i they 

| Weilded no go he If Fail in a 
Moment sour Fruits, de- 
ſolates our . Felle and Vineyards, 
or Rain fall upon thy N eighbours 
Field, and thy own Land is Wa- 
ſted, God takes it all upon him- 
Amos 4. 7. ſelf; J, ſaich he make it - Rain 
upon one Vinyard, and not upon ano- 

- ther, one piece of Land has been wa- 
ſted by the Rain, and another on which 

it. Rained not, Withered; ſo on the 
contrary, when ſecond Cauſes: keep 
their Courſe, and fail in ndthing, 


tis an effect of his Power and 
* Pfal. 104. Goodneſs, * for be Crowns the Tear 
| l e, and ey Fans: 957 
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For a — proof 


videuce 


ſhould produce all things in as 


yet, chat we 
_ owe our Preſer vation to the” PY. 
of God alone, this reflection 
offers ix ſelf; 1 7 tho the Earth 


great 


abundance as heart could wiſh; © fit 


we had Food and Charhing, 


even 


to Satiety, yet they would not be 
able to give us Satisfaction, if Gd 
did not indue out meat with the 
Virtue of Nouriſhing us. All the 


good things the Earth produ 


ces, are 


inſignificant Cyphers, unleſs Gods 8 
ſpecial Bleſſing contributes to our 
Nouriſhment; and tho Bread and 
Wine and other Aliments, are the 
Staff and ſupport of our Lives, yet 


if God deny 


them ſtrength and 


Virtue, by idkdfwing his Bleſ- 
ſing, they ceaſe to be Alimental, 
and we may load, but never ſatify 7 
Nature; which the Jews experi- 
enc'd at their return from Captivity, 
as a puniſhment of ingratitude ; you 
have Sowed much, ſaith the Prophet, 8 
but brought in little, you Fat, but Es 
have not enough, you Drink, Lit are 


not filled. 


This 
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liveth. not 77 yt a lone, 7 67 
epery' W ord which: proceeds: f 5 i 


Mauth of Goa, 00 f ſhews, 

celfary it is for both Rich and Pore 
to acknowledge their dependancs 
on God's Providence, by la ing, 
Se us this Day aur daily Brad. 


You have ſeen what the Ordina- 


ry Providence of God is, we pro- 
ceed to the extraordinary, which 
is, when our Spuream Lord without 
obliging himſelf to ſecondary Cau- 
ſes, immediarely makes Ty lon 
for us himſelf; thus he ſent an An- 
gel to conduct Hagar to the Well, 
where ſhe found Water. 

Thus he gave relief to Sampſon, 
opening a Fountain out of che Rock 
to which he gave the ſame Name, 
with the Inſtrument of his Glorious 
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was not much different; But that 
which the Children of al were 
Witneſſes of ſurmounts all the roſt, 
when God for the ſpace of 0 Years ' ©: 
derneſs, | Mo 


1480 
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ied or deſired, in 
which caſes God acted after an Ex- 


Many Examples of Gods preſer- 
ving Providence, are Noted in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, as that of Mar- 
cus Aurelius, who being with his 
Army in tlie Country of - Quades, 
which is now part of Bohemia, they 
were ſo afflicted with Thirſt, chat 
both Souldiers and Horſes fainted 
away, and Threatned Ruin to his 
whole Army; but the God of Mer- 
cy, moved by the Prayers of a 
Chriſtian Legion, ſent Rain ſo 

I ; Plentiful 


| 0 | | if 5 5 y j 

* 1 0 8 
n i ? Aa 9 3 13 . 

_ Pleitiful; and Pleafunt they 
= fiel dy and im lib mean time; E Bail 
ws Fire; Thunder, and à Violent Stoum 
TIF 3 16 "= l „„ . 
1% . utterly routed the ga / burian Army, 


rbb HH, bun Go males! hi 
1 ä Argels Spirit, and bis Mint 
=_ Nan ing ,¾& andbo xvidentiy De. 
1 gig hatinve ſaid be fore itliat 
Goch as d far from being tied to ſe- 
cond. Oauſes, that they wholly: de 
pend vis him; und are oſten force 
to produce oſſects contrary to theit 
Matutes, as when he made uſe of a 
Raven to furniſſi Elias with Food, 
and when he over - fowed the Altar 
wich Water, at the cime when it 
was to be Burnt with Fire, and 
chen our Saviour made uſe of Clay 
to reſtore the Blind Mans Sight. In 
Chriſts hand it was a Wonderſul Cot 
iyntm, whereas in anothers it would 
rather haye made a fecing Man 
Blind, then a Blind Man to ſee. 
There are two ways to preſerve 
our Exiſtence, viz. by adminiſtring 
what is neceſſary, and nn, us 
Lott rom 
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from dangers,and by bath theſe Mes 


thods does God particularly and 


wonderfully Exerciſe his preſerving 


Providence. He contents not him- 
ſelf with - repleniſhing our Tables; 


and Houſes, and Senſes, abundant» 


ly with all Neceflaries, and where 
Nature is deficient Grants ſupplies; 
but he opens his Powerful and: Libe- 


ral Hand, where the Earth, and ſe- 


cond Cauſes ſhuts theirs, and not on- 


ys, but defends us from the 


oak, and Violencies of fuch Acci- 
dents, as are Enemies to our Being; 
for this purpoſe he is, not only in 
Scripture called our Reward, our 
Advocate, our Sun, but our Shield 
too, which intimates, that he is e- 
very way ſolicitous for our ſafety; 
that he provides for neceſſities, ſe- 


| cufts us from danger, and if we are 


not wanting to our ſelves, we {hall 
have no cauſe to diſtruſt the Provi- 


dence of God for our protection, 


who will intereſt himſelf for the Life 
he has given, and by. his Power 


protect what his Goodneſs Created. 


Sec the effect of a ſteady belief in 
God's Protection in Daniel, who 
. Walked 


=; 
walked in the midſt of Lions, as 
among a Flock of Sheep. See how 
teſpectful the Fire is to the three 
Children in the Furnace, the cruel 
Element forgot its own Nature, 
and furious Appetite, rather then 
violate innocent perſons, under ſo 
ſafe and ſo Holy a Protection. 
This was a Miraculous deliverance, 
but as great as it was, tis no more 
then was promiſed by the Mouth of 
the Prophet; when thou paſſeſt 
through the Waters I will be with 
thee, and thro' the Rivers, they ſhall 
not overflow thee. Whenthou:Walk- 
eſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not 
be burnt, neither ſhall the Flame 
kindle upon thee. v7. 6 
Nor is God concerned to defend 
his faithful Servants, from the Vi- 
olence of their Enemies, and® to 
fruſtrate their Endeavours; but he 
commonly turns their deſigned 
miſchief upon themſelves, makes 
them fall into the pit themſelves 
"Have digged for others. Thus God 
ſent an Angel, to deſtroy that 
mighty Army, which was upon the 
Point of Storming and Plundering 
Jeruſalen 


AA 


\ 4* 4 . i . _ * 
# Ft £3 
* 


— 
Jeruſalem. After the ſame manner, 


he ſwallowed up Pharaoh in the 
Red Sea, in the very Tame inſtant 


that he was ready to overtake and 
deſtroy 15 
the Flames which had ſpared the 


Children, conſumed the unhappy 


Men which caſt them into the Fur- 
nace, and as David cut off the o- 
ver-grown Philiſtin's head with his 
own Sword, ſo God frequently em- 
ploys the Enemies Arms to their 
own Deſtruction and Extermination. 

But you will ſay that the care 


God has of his Works, ſeems to? 


contradict what Moſes fays in Gene- 
fis, that when God had finiſn d the 
Creation, he reſted from all his La- 
bour. But this objection prevails 
nothing againſt what has been ſaid 
before; for that Reſt excludes not 
his preſerving Providence and care of 
all things; for it has no other ſigni- 
fication but to tell us, that God had 
made an end of Creating newSpectes 
of things, that the World was then 
compleated, and that having given 
it its full perfection, the Omnipo- 
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tue in new productions, but would 
now reſt from that Kind of Labour. 


Otherwiſe if by reſt, were to be un · 


derſtood, ſuch a Total exemption 
from Work, as appears in Idle and 


Lazy Perſons, who ſtand with their 


Arms 2 croſs, and will do nothing, 


how ſhall we underſtand the Words 


of our Saviour, which ſay, My Fa- 
ther Worketh hitherto, and I Work ; 


which cannot be interpreted but to 
God's Preſeryation of - thoſe Glori- 


ous Works, which his Power and 
Goodneſs has produced in the 
World: Nay, it is ſo incredible that 


God dwells in a profound, and un- 
active Idleneſs, fo inconſiſtent with 


his Nature, that even Plato's Diſci- 
ples have fix d it as a ſtanding Axi- 
om, that God is never Ile, 


Another Objection againſt this 


Wile Providence, wants an Anſwer, 
before I can finiſh this Chapter, vix. 
That if it were true, that God pre- 
{erv'd the World, we ſhould not 
find ſich a viſible decay in all 
things as is now legible in the 


World; for things now appear as if 


Nature were Weakned, and Decayed 
y = e & = "Y Lo 1 of 3» 5 -$-4 4 Bo > in 
1 
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and become barren Deſerts. Men 


in her Vigaur, and the whole Univerſe "i 


ſeems to be in a declining condition, 
and to carry the Simptoms of Old 
Age upon it; Countries, which in 
former Days, were fertile, Rich and 
Populous, are now Uninhabited, 


groan under Diſeaſes unknown to 

our Fore-fathers ; humane ſtrength 

is abated, and the Term of Life 

much ſhortned, all which ſeem to 

ſhake the Foundation we have built 

on, for if God does not take care of 

all things by his preſerving Provi- 

dece, then his Power is. weakned, 

and his ſtrength enfeebled, contrary 

to that of Jaiah, who ſays his %. f. 2. 
Hand is not ſhortned that he cannot 
ſave. 

But this ſcruple will ſoon be re- 
moved, when we conſider, that if 
in one place Nature ſeems to be 
declining, in another place it is 
young and Vigorous, and like the 
Sea ſhoar, gains in one place, what 
it loſes in another. If with horrow 
we behold the barrenneſs of ſome 
Countries, which heretofore were 
tertile, and abounding in plenty ; 
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. 
in other Regions we may behold, 
with great ſatisfaction, all beautiful 
and Fruitful, which formerly were 
Barren and unpeop'ed : Tis true, 
our Lives are ſhorter, and we moul- 
der away by Diſeaſes unknown to 
our Anceſtors, and we may ſay with 


Jacob, our Days are few, and Evil, 


and we. have not attained to the 
Years of our Fathers; but this is 
not to be attributed to the pretended 
Old Age of the World, but to our 
Irregularities and Debaucheries; ſo 
that if there be a change, tis not in 
Nature, but in our intemperate man- 
ner of Living; if our bodies are 
weaker, tis becauſe we have indul- 
ged and effeminated them by too 
much ſoftneſs and tenderneſs, and 
if we are beleagured with new Di- 
ſtempers, tis becauſe we have aban- 
doned our ſelves to modern Riots, 


and Exceſſes in all kind of Filthineſs, 
and then who can be Tgnorant, that 


Barrenneſs, Sickneſs, and Brevity 
of Life, are the effects of Gods 


Judgment, for our Multiplied Of, 


fences. The Elements have ths 
ſame Virtue, Fire is not leſs hot, 
the 


my & 0 


1d, 
ful 
ere 
ue, 
zul- 
1 tO 
7ith 
vil, 
the 
s 1s 
ded 
our 
- 10 
t in 
nan- 

are 
dul- 
too 
and 

Di- 
ban- 


10ts, 


nels, | 
that 


vity 
Jods 


Of 


the 


hot, 
the 


the Earth not leſs Fruitful, the Hea- 
vens are as beautiful now, as at the 
moment of their Creation, the mo-— 
tions of the Stars are as regular, 
and their productions as neceſſary 
as ever; do we not ſee all things 
tread their old Paths, and beat their 
rounds in the ſame order that God 
preſcribed them, when his Power 
raiſed them out of nothing? Why 
then does the Living Man complain, 
when his own Sins, and not a defi- 
ciency in God's Power or Goodneſs, 
to preſerve and defend him, are the 
cauſe of all his Sufferings. God's 


Bowels are as Compaſſionate, his 


Goodneſs is extenſive, his Power 
effcatious and unlinfitted ; and we 


may ſecurely confide in his Word, 


that tho' a Mother ſhould forget her 
Sucking Child, and be regardleſs of 
the Son of her Womb, yet God will 
not fqrget his dear Children. 
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